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Biography. 


CHARACTER OF HENRY THORNTON, ESQ. 


The account, here given of Mr. Thornton, ts taken from a sermon, occa- 
stoned by his death, and published as an Obituary Article in the Chris- 
tian Observer. 


_ Ir certainly seemed to me not inexpedient that we should devote 4 
short time on this day to the memory of one whose character has long 
been familiar to us, and whose remains not afew ofus have recently 
followed to the grave. I should be sorry to convert the pulpit into a 
mere theatre for recording the praises of human excellence, and espe- 
cially if the object of commendation possessed no clear title to such a 
distinction. But an occasional notice of instances where uncommon 
talents appear to have been devoted to the most sacred ends; may be 
useful in promoting the glory of God, and the good of our brethren: 
nor are we without authority for this employment in Scripture; which 
frequently holds forth to our reverence and imitation those who throught 
faith and patience inherit the ptomises. With regard to the particu- 
lar individual now in view, I cannot doubt that the name of Henry 
T'HoRNTON will sufficiently justify the commemoration on which FE 
am about to venture. I am indeed aware, that,in undertaking this 
task, I tread on tender ground. There is danger, at all times, lest in 
speaking of those whom we have Known and loved, we should trans- 
gress the dictates of a sober judgment. There is also danger, in the 
present instance, lest to some that hear me I should seem to exceed 
the truth, whilst I state only what many of you know and feel to be 
true. Relying, however, on your indulgence, I will endeavour to 
trace, although with a feeble and trembling hand, some of the more 
prominent features in the mind and habits and priocipies of our lament- 
ed friend; only premising, that it is not my object to give a laboured 
“r systematic delineation of his 7 but merely to throw togeth- 
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er such particulars as memory and casual information have supplied. 

The basis of his intellectual character was calm and profound re- 
flection. He loved to. take no principle for granted which might be 
traced out into simpler elements: and his independence in pursuing 
such researches for himself, was not more remarkable than the patient 
and steady labour of thought with which he conducted them. With 
these qualities, which might otherwise have only led into error, were 
happily united eminent soundness of judgment, a supreme love of 
truth, and great elevation of mind. He was long in deciding, but not 
indecisive; cautious, but sure ; and when he had once formed an opin- 
ion, acted upon it with unwavering steadiness and energy. It is not 
possible to conceive a human mind more free from prejudice or little- 
Less in its mauner of viewing a subject: he always thought on a great 
scale; always took his observations as from a hiil, and through a se- 
reve and unclouded atmosphere. 

This largeness of view led him to appreciate every subject on which 
human thought can be exercised. He could not be indifferent to any 
Jaudable or innocent pursuit, which attractcd the attention of others. 
Considering his numerous avocations through the whole of life, it is 
surprising to what a variety of topics he had directed his reflection.— 
He was, indeed, too close a thinker to be lightly diverted from any 
particular line of contemplation or inquiry, which happened for the 
time to be among the favourite pursuits of his leisure hours. Of these 
he generally had two or three; and as the course ef public or private 
occurrenccs, or that of his own reading, perpetually renewed them, his. 
range of thought, instead of gradually narrowing down, as is often the: 
case, to a few fixed topies, continued to expand during the whole of 


his life. 
It is possible, that some persons may have inferred from the strict- 


ess of his principles, or from some fancied reserve in his manners, that 


lhe wasa harsh judge of mankind. There cannot be an opinion more 
incorrect. ‘l'e say that he was totally free from censcriousness, would 
be saying far tco little. His standard of excellence was indeed ex- 
tremely high, and uo circumstances could tempt. him to lower it; yet, 
in the application of it to individual instances, even where he could 
not but disapprove, he was not only singularly on his guard against 
even a feeling, however slight, of bitterness or undue severity, but ac- 
tive and sagacious in discovering the minutest ingredients of mitiga- 
tion, which the case admitted. _ A fairer and more equitable judge 
never existed.. If he was proof against the contagion of popular par- 
tiality, he was equally unswayed by popular prejudice. In him can- 
dour and lenity were not weaknesses or impulses, but virtues; and, 
for that reasov, were far more constantly to be relied upon, than that 
passionate and partial indulgence which is, io fact, only a more refined 
selfishness. 

J have mentioned the fancied reserve of his manners. Strangers 
were certainly apt, on a slight intercourse, to think him somewhat 
cold and distant. ! remember the time, when this was my own opin- 
jou: but it is wonde:ful how soon the impression was usually correct- 


ed; and itis but just to observe, that as life advanced, the real suavity 
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of his disposition became more avd more visible in his external deport- 
ment. His conversation was, indeed, of too reflective and disquisitory- 
a cast, to be always pleasing to superficial minds; yet no person, how 
ever moderate in acquirements, could enter even once into familiar 
discourse with him, without being struck by his total exemption from 
every kind and degree of stateliness, affectation, or disguise. ‘L'o those 
who saw him more familiarly in private life, this quality appeared still 
more eminently remarkable. His confidence, though not rashly be- 
stowed, was uncommonly kind and unreserved: and persons admitted 
to his friendship, were often perfectly penetrated by the frankness and 
condescension with which he laid open to them his whole mind, and 
even asked their advice, though greatly his inferfors in age and wis- 
dom. Nor did he rigidly restrict these marks of regard to one or two 
favoured individuals: he was indeed select in his friendships; but he 
had a large heart; and wherever he thought that he saw good disposi- 
tions, aud an ingenuous nature, he readily stretched forth the right 
hand of kindness. 

As one presumptive proof of this unaffected candour and frankness 
of temper, I may mention his high estimation of these properties in oth- 
er men. If there was any one class of persons, whose mental qualifi- 
cations he was apt, notwithstanding the clearness of his judgment, to 
overrate, it consisted of those who evinced genuine feelings, and an 
open and communicative turn of mind. No man, in fact, ever possess- 
ed a more genuine and solid character than himself: none better appre- 
ciated those who were distinguished by the same excellence. 

One of his most amiable characteristics was, the interest with which 
he promoted the growth and watched the development of youthful tal- 
ent or virtue. Young persons of unsophisticated minds were admitted 
to the freest intercourse with him: he delighted to converse with them, 
to read with them, and to draw them into friendly discussion 
either on moral or political subjects of a useful nature, or on works 
of taste. ‘his paternal benevolence was rewarded by the free 
acquisition of a paternal influence. His kindness, his counsels, not ut- 
tered with awful gravity, nor introduced with careful insiauation, but 
naturally poured forth by the flaw of his own mind, could not fail to 

roduce a deep impression on those whom he so honoured; and many 
are the hearts, beyond the circle of his weeping aud orphan family, 
which are now saddened by the reflection, that they have lost at once 
a guide, a counsellor, and a familiar friend. 

Of his philanthropy, his humanity, his unwearied charities, it is 
scarcely necessary to speak. During these many years, what labour 
of love has been performed, either in the senate, or in the way of char- 
itable contribution, in which this our friend was not an eminent leader ? 
And, notwithstanding the secrecy with which he dispensed his private 
alms, to whom are they not known? It was in vain for a liberality so 
active and overflowing to shun the light. The gratitude of relieved 
and rejoicing families; of the poor, the afflicted, and the fatherless, has 
a voice which is not to be silenced: the blessing of him that was ready 
to perish is loud : the song of the widow’s heart cannot rise unheard. 
i will not, therefore, dwell on this point further than tosay, that as he 
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was used on no occasion to deny his assistance to the claims of distress 
and indigence, or even to the fair exigencies of persons in tess humble 
stations of life, so, in all his liberalities of both kinds, he acted, not 
from a romantic sensibility, but from genuine feeling, directed by 
sound principle. He cousidered himselt as a steward, entrusted by 
Providence with treasures not his own, and which it was as much his 
duty to distribute with economy, as with generosity. Hence his ex- 
tensive donations w ere habitually well directed; aad the large portion 
of his annua} income which he set apart for purposes of benevolence, 
became still larger in its effect, by being measured out with an exact 
and prudent hand. . 

As I have said little ofhis philanthropy, so I need not detain you 
on another bright feature of his character; I mean, his high and stain- 
less integrity. Purer hands were never engaged in the transaction of 
human affairs. He was not only clear from many little obliquities of 
conduct that are observable in persons who yet maintain a tolerable 
reputation in the world,but he scrupulously avoided those low self- pre 
ferences, those petty evasions, those deviations from the strictest and 
straightest rule of justice, which are often excused as fair stratagems 
or pardonable infirmities. His professional and his public character, 
however, are so well known, both to the world in general and to many 
who sow hear me, that I am content with merely suggesting the sub- 
ject to your recollection and renewed respect. 

In this sacred place, I will not stop to mention, that he excelled in 
some slighter accomplishments, which, beyond the circle of his imme- 
diate associates, he was not even suspected of possessing. Neither 
will I so far obtrude on the sanctity of the house of mourning, during 
its first flow of sorrow, as minutely: to describe the domestic virtues 
which have “ ceased from the gate.” Yet it would be unpardonable 
not to observe, that the character so excellent and so much honoured 
abroad, was beautifully consistent with itself in private life. What 
constant and unaffected kindness! What perpetual evenness of tem- 

er! What careful attention to the welfare, both spiritual and temporal, 
of all around him! What ready communicativeness of discourse on all 
subjects! What an unwearied solicitude, directed by the most excel- 
lent judgment, to educate the minds, call out the faculties, improve the 
tastes, and form the principles of those gver whom a disconsolate pa- 
rent is now weeping as fatherless ! 

Inow come to atopic which I have purposely reserved for the last 
in this imperfect delineation of our lamented brother: I mean, his reli- 
gious character. I venture to make his qualification in this respect 
thus prominent, not because I thick it an admirable addition to his oth- 
er excellences, but because I feel convinced that it lay at the root and 
foundation of them all. He did thus well, because “ he feared the Lord, 
and thought upon his Name.” Youbtless, many sons and daughters of 
men have done virtuously ; many splendid actious have been perform. 
ed, and many great qualities exhibited, even by worldly men: but 
where, except in the school of Christ, shall we find that enttreness of 

moral character; that impartial regard to all the rules of right; that 
assemblage of whatsoever things are trne, or hovest, or praise- worthy 


















































































































$815. Biography. 325, 
or virtuous; which we are at this moment contemplating with sad ad- 
miration? O, my brethren! such excellence, in a partaker of our frail 
and ruined nature, is the fruit of many prayers and meditations. It is 
enly on our bended knees that we can receive the baptism of the Spir- 
it which shall thoroughly furnish us to good works. Itis only from 
the altar of the covenant that man can imbibe that heavenly fire which 
shall enable him to shine before the world with the light of charity, pu- 
rity, uprightness, and holiness. 

Although our deceased friend had the benefit of a religious educa- 
tion, yet he early betook himself to an earnest, deliberate. and dispas- 
sionate inquiry upon the subject of religion; an inquiry prosecuted, I 
have no doubt, with all that accuracy of examination and labour of 
thought, that distreat of first impressions, and that judicious balancing 
of opposite probabilities, which formed a distinguishing feature of his 
mind. ‘Through the blessing of God on this conscientious search after 
truth, the result was, that he not only acquiesced in the general author- 
ity of Revelation, but determined to embrace it with his whole heart, 
to form his life on its precepts, and found his hopes on its promises. 
The doctrines which he adopted were those acknowledged by the 
Church of England; and to her communion he sincerely and resolved- 
ly atiached. himself, but without any uncharitable censure of those 
who might prefer a different creed. 

It is to this ev ent, as E have already observed, that the superiority 
of his character in after life may be traced. Had he forsaken the 
principles in which he was educated, and contentedly sunk into a state 
of irreligion, his vigorous powers might have been known to the world, 
only in exertions of a pernicious nature. Or, had he trifled with his 
conscience, and continued to move on in wretched uncertainty between 
belief and unbelief, between God and mammon, his mind would have 
been crippled by this indecision, and nothing like clear, strong, and 
consistent excellence, in any line, could have been produced. But re- 
ligion gave scope to his elevation. His powerful faculties, casting 
root as it were into this good soil, expanded themselves with freedom, 
and, by the grace of God, produced abundant fruits of righteousness. 

In entering for one moment more particularly into the nature of his 
religion, I w ould beg leave to peat, out two peculiarities in it, which, 
when taken in connexion with the character of the individual himself. 
seem to me extremely striking. 

First, His religion was of a devotional nature.—It was a religion 
which strongly interested his affections. Ido not mean, that it was 
made up of warm sallies or visionary raptures; or even that it habitu- 
ally indulged in strong and lively emotious of mind. Little do they 
know ofa deep, and cherished. aud lasting affectiou, who imagine that 
it consists in starts and passions, or lives in a perpetual ardency and 
violence. But as the subject of these remarks was far from every 
kind and degree of this false or forced warmth, so did he equally keep 
aloof from the error of men, who would resolve all religion into a mere 
system of dry and cold reason. His too wasa religion of reason, but 
it was also a religion of the heart. It was a religion of warm attach- 
ment, and reverence, and gratitude, and trust. Itwas a religion that 














































eit aniatincntm nen inte 
li ta ca 


ate a a ee 


Se memes ome om ~ - 


se a 


$e ee eae 
a ee 
*) 


Sk cate oe 


326 Biography. Noy. 


commanded him to love God with all his strength, and his neighbour 
as himself; a religion that enjoined him to rejoice in the Lord always ; 
a religion that told him of consolations in Christ, of the fellowship of 
the Spirit; a religion that persuaded by fear, that constrained by love, 
that saved by hope, that provoked by example, that wrought by char- 
ity. : 

i mention this as a very observable peculiarity, in a person so emi- 
nently distinguished for thought, sedateness, and cool judgment, and 
who had adopted his religious principles, not from impulse or passion 
or the mere force of education, but on the soundest reflection and ful- 
lest inquiry. And what shall we say, then, to those, who without any 
such reflection or inquiry, who, with intellects of not half his depth or 
comprehension or solidity, aud perhaps with minds evidently led away 
by passion after passion, and vanity after vanity, the victims of impulse 
or the slaves of fancy, yet venture to condemn all warm and earnest pi- 
ety as irrational and enthusiastic? If any such should be present, let 
me implore them to reconsider their opivions, or rather their wnpres- 
sions, at the grave of him, whom we are mourning: to contrast his char- 
acter with their own, and atleast not to censure the principles which 
he professed, as wild, or rash, or visionary, until they have given the 
subject the same cautious, sober, and heedful attention. 

The second peculiarity, which | would meution in his religious char- 
acter, is this: that although he was ofa very speculative, or, (if | may 
use the word) philosophical turn of mind, his religion was wholly prac- 
tical—He could indeed, when there was proper occasion, discuss the 
more speculative points of theology with great judgment, and he al- 
ways did it with exemplary caution and humility. He well knew al- 
so, that Christianity has its mysteries—the deep things of Ged which 
man in his present state must be content to see darkly : but he was ex- 
tremely jealous of any thing that tended to convert religion into a 
mere matter of speculative research, or asystem of Mysticism. In his 
eyes, it was something far higher: he saw that it is intended to regu- 
late the heart, the temper, and the practice; ,that it is the armour to 
fortify us against priucipalities and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places; 
that it is the renewal not of our intellectual, but of our moral and spir- 
itual nature; thatit is the conformation of man to the image of God, 
not in knowledge, but in holiness.—Prayer, submission, deep humili- 
ty, strict self-examination, a diligent use of religious ordinances, a 
careful reference of every action and feeling to the light of Scripiure, 
a constant reliance on the influences of the Spirit, an union with Christ ; 
—these were in his view the essentials of religion. He therefore so 
ran, not as uncertainly ; he so fought, not as one that beateth the air; 
but he strove in all things, by the grace of God, to apply the great 
truths of the gospel to his own conscience and life. ‘He feared the 
Lord, and thought upon his Name,” not as an object of curiosity or 
scientific research, but as on the name of his Maker, his Preserver, his 
Redeemer, his Intercessor, his Sanctifier, and his Judge. That name 
he held above every other: it was the object of his trust: it was te 
him a strong tower, in which he might take refuge, and be safe. 
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But it is time that I finish the sketch which I have so feebly at 
tempted. I cannot, however, dismiss it without observing, that in en- 
deavouring to hold up this character to your affectionate esteem, I am 
far from forgetting the imperfections that must attach to our depraved 
nature even in its best mortal state. ‘There is none good but one, that 
is God; and no man could be more sensible of this truth than he who 
isno longer with us. If, therefore, he attained to uncommon excel- 
lence, it was not because he was exempt from the corruption, that 
cleaves to man, but because, with humble dependence on Divine help, 


he earnestly struggled against it. Many, no deubt, were the secret 


conflicts that he waged with evil inclinations, with the love of self, and 


| the seductions of the world; and if in all these he was, through grace, 


more than conqueror, he would still have been content to throw him- 
self on the mercies of his Saviour, as an unprofitable servant. This, 
however, seems to me only a stronger reason for contemplating his 
character, in order that we may see to what heights this frail nature in 
which we all partake, may be refined by pureness, by knowledge, by 
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the pow- 


er of God. 


These were the helps, these the principles, these the influences 
which supported our brother, when, after a life expended in the ser- 
vice of his Lord, he approached the dark valley, where the’ rich and 
the poor meet'together.—His end was produced by a long aud consu- 
ming illness; but an illness so deceitful in its operation, that till his last 
mortal day, his friends could scarcely persuade themselves to renounce 
hope. Yet it was a disorder, painful, and peculiarly harrassing, es- 
pecially to one of such diligent habits and so active a cast of mind.— 
But it is impossible to represent adequately, the manner in which it was 
endured. Incessant restlessness and suffering; days of pain and irri- 
tation, and nights of watching and weariness; the perpetual glimpse of 
amendment as perpetually proving delusive ;none of these things 
moved him. ‘There was not a gesture, or a look of impatience; but 
his voice, his words, his countenance, his manner, all bespoke unaffect- 
ed humility and resignation, and even seemed to improve in suavity 


and amenity, as the malady gained ground. 


In the earlier stages of his illness, he had little or no reason to appre- 
hend danger; but the long though painful leisure to which he was re- 


- duced, and the formed habit of his mind, threw him much on a cop- 


templation of the important topics connected with an eternal state.— 
It was indeed a ground which he had often explored with care; nor 
was it surprising to his friends to hear him observe, that his views on 
these awful subjects remained unchanged. 

The malady, however, advanced though slowly, and still the irrita- 


_ tion and the weakness, and the weariness increased; and still there ap- 
» peared no mortal symptom ; and still his friends hoped. But there is 


little doubt, that the patient himself now feit that his complaint had in- 


_flicted an incurable wound. Although his understanding was totally 
_ unclouded, weakness now disqualified him fer continued thought; and 
_ this incapacity for his favourite employment of mental exertion press- 


ed on him sorely. But he knew whom he had believed: not a mur. 
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mur passed his lips; benevolence and submission reigned on his coun: 
tenance, and his languid eye still sparkled at any intelligence favoura- 
ble to the cause of religion, 

I purposely abstain from entering into particular anecdote; yet I 
cannot but thiok this a fitting occasion to mention one circumstance, 
which passed in the last conscious interview between this good man 
and the minister of the church which he usually attended. 

After joining with the clergyman in devotion, as far as his enfeeb- 
led condition would permit, he took leave of him with fervently im- 
ploring the blessing of God upon his ministerial labours.—O my breth- 
ren, beloved in the Lord, while we contemplate scenes like these, shall 
we not bless God for all his servants departed this lifé in his faith and 
fear? And shall we not, with one consent, cast in our lot, for time and 
fer eternity, among those that “ fear the Lord, and that think upon his 
name?” Have we stood together at the tombs of the dead in Christ, 
and shall we never share their triumphs, never sing with them the new 
song of victory in the kingdom of God? When we bade them farewell, 
was it for eternity ? Was all over when we watched the painful bed, 
and mixed in the melancholy train; and must we be driven from their 
side, when the Lord of Hosts makes up his jewels? To whom should 
we fly, under the pressure of these awful questions, except to Him 
who alone has the issues of life and death? And therefore, “O merci- 
ful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection 
and the life, in whom whosoever believeth shall live though he die, we 
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise us from the death of sin, unto 
the life of righteousness, that when we shall depart this life, we may 
rest in Thee as our hope is this our brother doth; and that at the gen- 
eral resurrection, in the last day, we may receive that blessing which 
thy well-beloved Son shallthen pronounce to all that love and fear 
thee, saying, Come ye blessed of my Father, receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of the world.” 


Religious: Communications. 
a Ot eee 
ON THE INEFFICACY AND GUILT OF EXCUSES FOR SIN. 


Ir is scarcely more common for mankind to commit sin, than it is 
for them to endeavor, by their excuses, either totally to cast off the 
blame from themselves, or to reduce their guilt downto a shadow: 
‘(his practice commenced with the entrance of sin into the world, it 
has prevailed in every succeeding period and we now find it not less 
universal, than in former ages. It is discoverable in the earliest sea- 
sons of childhood and up through all the more advanced stages of 
buman iife. But, although the practice is so widely prevalent, it is 
still the fact, that every excuse, which mankiad may allege for the 























































it is 
the 
low. 
d, it 
less 
$ea- 
s of 
it is 
the 


| sincere and deceitful. | 
| frand, and out of their onn mouths will they be} 


| devote it to some proper and laudable use. 


x 


ais. Relizious Communications 808 


» disregard of their duty, for their contempt of religion. and for the 
| commission of sin, will be ultimately found to enlarge their guilt, to 
» augment the severity of their condemnation and to sharpen the 
bitterness of theit woes forever. ‘Their apologies for their actions, and 
| their vindications of themselves, will be seen to have been mere. pre- 
| ‘ences. Variots portions of their conduct, when they 
_ to pass their final-audit, will be simmoned té bear witness to their false- 
| hood, and to attest the entire justice of their sentence and the anim- — 
F i equity of theit punishment. Their excuses will uniformly 


shall be called 


found té have been at war with the tenor of their lives. ‘Their 


| actions will show decisively, that, in advancing them, they were in- 
They will be self-convicted of duplicity and. 
udged. They. sustain 


the character, they act the part of the slothful servant. , Their excu- 
ses are afi exact transcript of his; . and his condempation and des- 


F tiny will be theirs. 


Nothing can be easier, than to seé With perfect cleatness and Yiner> 
ring certainty, how frivolous, unfounded and. fallacious was the pre- 
tence of the unprofitablé servant, and how preposterous, and criminal 
and offensive had been his conduct. When called to give an account 
of the course, which he had pursued, he declares, “ Lord, behold, here 


| is thy pound, which Thave kept, laid up in & napkin : For 1 feared thee, 


because thou art an austere man ; thou takest ( 
he amount of this alle- 


down, and reapest that, thou didst not sow.” - 


, 


gation is, that, aware, that hé had a stern 4nd oppressive faster to 


‘deal with, and afraid that hé should not be able to satisfy. his inreason- 
able expectations and to fulfil his monstrous derrands, he had resolved 
to do nothing; and, accordingly, had goné and laid up thé money, en- 
trusted to him, in a napkin. Was this the course, which any map, in 
the possession of a sound mind, would have pore had he. been sen- 
siblé, that he was in the power of a rigid and unfeeling tyrant, exor- 
bitant in his demands ‘and merciless io his punishment of delinquency? 

ould his apprehension of the displeasure of his oppressor have led 


E him to abandon totally the measiires, which ought to have been taken 


to sect'te hit approbation, and to act precisely the part, which would 


provoke hts most bitter indignation and draw down his heaviest ven- 


}geance? Had the servant actually believed his master 45 unteasonable 


‘and severe, as he preterided, and had. he in truth dreaded his wrath as 
he affirmed, he would of no account have failed to take his mosey and 
_ He would have beea ac 
tive and assiduous in his exertions to turn it to some good account, and 
his vigilance to prevent any mischance, any calamity robbing him of 
his Lord’s favour and exposing him to his anger would havé been 
wakeful and uncéasing. No endeavours, to attain this object, would 
have been thought too arduous, and no circumspection, too laborious 
innd burdenséme. Had he expected to be called to a strict reckoning, 
where no indulgence could be hoped for, comihon seise would have 
told him, that it was indispensably fequisite, that he should thake all 
jpossible prepatation to meet it in safety. To neglect this, he could 
jnot but have been conscious, must be the height of infatuation. It 
‘must have appeared condiict, of which no one, but a madman, could 
) be the author. 8 2 
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The servant, then, did not,-as he avowed, believe his master exor- 
bitant in his demands, and stern and merciless in his character. His 
mind was not agitated with apprehension and alarm, lest he should in- 
cur his displeasure, and subject himself to his vengeance. ‘There was 
the grossest inconsistency between his declaration and the course, 
which he pursued; inconsistency so gross, that it proved his declara- 
tion utterly untrue. His actions gave the lie directly and positively 
to his words. 

Often, and very often, is it the fact, with regard to the excuses, 
which mankind allege to justify or extenuate their neglect of reli- 
gion, and to palliate or defend their various iniquities, that they ad- 
vance reasons, which not only their natural feelings and the dictates of 
their consciences tell them are untrue, but which their practice deci- 
sively convicts of falsehood. 

T' wo of the most prominent and notorious instances of such vain and 
fallacious excuses will be briefly examined and their obvious and ex- 
treme discordance with the conduct of those, who employ them will be 
concisely exhibited. 

It is an occurrence, by no means unfrequent, that mankind excuse 
themselves for disregarding religion and for the perpetration of iviqui- 
ty on the ground, that God has foreordained all events. “If,” say 
these characters, “ we are destined to become christians and to enter 
heaven, we shali become such and arrive in glory, whether we movea 
finger, or net. And if we are not ordained to piety and salvation, we 
cannot embrace religion and gain eternal life, even if every nerve be 
strained. ‘The decrees of God, whether they appoint us to holiness 
and bliss, or consign us over to guilt and woe, will be accomplished. 
All his purpeses, whether to us benign, or adverse, will be fulfilled, 
and it must be idle for us to exert any solicitude and fruitless to 
make any effort. If we struggle against them, we cannot counteract 
the divine determinations, and, if we coincide with it, we cannot ren- 
der more sure the divine plan. Whatever we are, it is but what God 
designed us to be, and whatever we do, it is simply what he appointed 
us to perform.” 

In such pretences as these, asin a strong hold, many take refuge. 
These excuses are to numbers av impregnable tower. Making them 
their sanctuary, they are unassailable. Reproof and exhortation frcem 
their fellow-men they contemn and slight, aud conscience they seem to 
set at defiance. But pitiable is the delusion, under which they la- 
bor, and sad is the fate to which they will suhjectthemselves. They 
will bring upon their souls the doom of the slothful servant, Out ef 
thine own mouth nill I judge thee. 

Do the men, who advance these excuses believe the doctrine of di- 
vine predestination to be true; and are they firmly .persuaded, that 
such consequences, as they avow, legitimately flow fromit? Why, 
then, do they not extend the privciple to every part of their conduct 
and act upon it, with reference to all their concerns? ‘the purpeses otf 
God extend clearly, ifto any,to every event, and respect all the interests 
ofmen. They include equally cur condition on earth, end our state in 
the eternal world. They affect as powerfully, they control as abso- 
lutely the cperations, and employments, and occurrences of life, as 
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they influence the concerns of futurity, They as unchangeably ap- 
point, they as absolutely.ordain the characters of men, their stc- 
cess and their disappointment, their joy aod their misery here, as their 
holiness and their happiness, or their guilt and their woe hereafter.— 
The scheme of God, then,comprehends,if any,all events, and his decrees 
as vitally influence, and as immutably determine the temporal interests 
of mankind, as their spiritual and immortal concerns. Why, there- 
fore, de we not find men advancing the same pretences, and acting up- 
on the same principles with respect to other objects, as they bring for- 
ward with respect to religion? Why do we not hear the scholar de- 
claring, “ If1 am to be distinguished for my wisdom and learning, that 
high character I shall infallibly enjoy, whether I devote myself to 
study, and labor to extend my information, and to exalt and invigo- 
rate my understandiag, or not;” and, therefore, casting his books to 
the moles and to the bats and renntting ali endeavors for the acqui- 
sition of knowledge, and foregoing all the means of meutal improve- 
ment? Why do we not hear the man, who is covetous of wealth, ava- 
ricious of fame, or eagerly grasping at power, alleging, “1fI am to 
be opulent, to be illustrious, or to be invested with the dignity of of- 
fice, I shall attain these alluring objects, whether I exercise a thought, 
employ an expedient, or make an effort, or not ;” and why do we not 
therefore, see him folding his hands ir sloth, and sitting down in list- 
jess indifference, and allowing the current of time, the progress of life, 
the succesion of events to bear him on to the full gratification of his de- 
sires ? Why do we never hear any of mankind, when diseased, affirm- 
ing, “‘ The boundaries of life are set, and I cannot pass them. If 1am 
to live, I shall live without his aid, and, if 1 am to die, his utmost skill, 
his most powerful antidotes, his most effectual remedies cannot avert 
the stroke of death, or delay my finak hour ;” and why do we not 
find them, therefore, never summoninga Physician; but allowing their 
maladies to rage unchecked and uncontrolled, aad to hurry them from 
the world ? Why, when in health, do we not hear them declaring, “If 
I am to live, nothing, which I can do, can, for even a moment, shorten 
my days;” and why do we not, behold them rushing unconcerned, into 
the flames, casting themselves into the flood, or throwing themselves 
headlong from the precipice? Why do we net hear them affirming, 
that they are as safe in one situation, as in another; that inthe midst 
of peril and havoc they are secure, till their allotted moment arrives ; 
and that, when their appointed, their final hour comes,’ no place can 
afford exemption from danger, and no vigilance, no precaution can 
ward off the fatal blow; and why do we not, therefore, observe them 
running heedlessly into scenes of carnage and desolation, or walking 
with fearless security in the midst of contagion, and pestilence, and 
death ? Why do we not hear the man, who is engaged’ in agricultural 
pursuits, asserting, “If I am destined to have a crop, I shall inevitabl 
have one, whether I commit seed to the earth, or not, and whether [ 
till my ground with care, or allow it to remaiv utterly waste and un- 
cultivated 2?” And why do we not find him relying, exclusively, both 
for the means of cupport for himself and his family, and for the means 
of profit and opulence, upon the natural and spontaneous produce of 
tne soil ? 
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It may also be remarked, that, if the doctrine of predestination wall 
exonerate us from guilt, in our offences against God, it must also do, 
away totally the turpitude and demerit of the crimes of mankind 
against each other. If, on this ground, therefore, you attempt, to jus- 
tify your neglect of religion, you must, on the same principle, excul-. 
pate from blame and exempt from punishment the most high handed 
transgressor of the laws of society and the most daring trespasser upon 
the rights and happiness of his fellow men. It can be no, more. ration- 
al to regard with intense abhorrence, and to visit with severe retribu- 
tion, the villain, who may have plundered you of your property, or. 
by the hand of violence have plunged in the grave tlie object, dearest 


to your heart, than to view with malignity the elements, by whose in- 


fluence you may have been injured, or to. attempt to wreak your ven- 


geance upon the engine, by whose necessary and unconscious move- 
ment a beloved friend may have met an untimely death. He, who, 


Will. not allow his fellow men with impunity to trample upon bis rights, 
and to, trifle with his happiness, on the ground that all events are fore- 
ordaine, must not anticipate, that, on the very same principle, God 


will suffer him to neglect the demands of religion, and to set his sacred. 


authority at defiance. If the doctrine of predestination will, in the 
least excuse for the disregard of our duties towards God, it ought, in 
the same degree, to excuse for. the. violation of our duties towards 
men. Hf, in the one case, it rescues from guilt, it ought, in the other, 
to demolish, every prison, to overthrow every gibbet, to blot out every 
penal statute, to obliterate the whole catalogue of crimes from human 
recollection, and to redeem those, most deeply stained with guilt, from 
infamy and detestation, and to place them ona level with the most. 
blameless, and honest and benevolent. 

In these several cases, and in all others, which can be named, to this, 
monstrous Length must those go, who excuse themselves for their beg- 
lect of religion, ou the ground, that God has foreordained all events. 
If they do not act upon their principles to this extreme and glaringly 
preposterous extent, one part of their conduct will be at war with an- 
other, their lives will belie their professions, and out of their own, 
mouths will they be judged and condemned. 

‘Ihe sentiment, that God has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, 
I dare not deny. It is, in my apprehension, almost demonstratively true. 
It is necessarily implied in the perfections of the divine mind. ‘Ihe in- 
finite wisdom and the perfect benevolence of God would never leave 
any event to, the direction of blind casualty; nor can we without im- 
peaching the divine government and sullying its glory, suppose, that 
divine providence is merely a tissue of occasional expedients, adopted 
in conformity to the pressure of circumstances, and uot a mighty syse 
tem, of which the ead and the means are all alike designated from the 
beginning, and which is gradually, but steadily advaneing to its grand: 
and successful completion. ‘The doctrine of the divine purposes un- 
avoidably results from the acknowledgment of the divine prescience. 
‘he only conceivable method, in which any intelligent being can 
know wiat he will do, is by knowing what he has determined to ac- 

eomplish. ‘The only possible way, in which a being, from whom all 
other beings proceed and on whom they invariably depend for the con- 

























ee ae ee ee ee ee ee a oe ae | 





a - 2 
Ba es ais os 


SiS Be Phin SNS 8 aca ae 





































}815. Religious Conaunications. 333 


tinuance of their existence, aud of all their powers of action, ean know 
what they will do, is by knowing what is his intention, that they shall 

erform. I dare not affirm, in contradiction to the scriptures, which 
declare, that God workcth all things after the counsel of his own will, 
that he has no counsel, desigu, or determination, after which he works 
any thing whatever. ‘Me scheme of God, we may rest assured, is 
however, a scheme worthy of himself; worthy of his consummate wis- 
dom and of his boundless love; and one, which leaves to us ali the 
Jiberty, which we can possibly enjoy. What this scheme is, what 
events it includes, and what condition it assigns to us individually, we 
know not. Thus much, however, we do know. We have the fullest 
assurance, that it ordains, that the virtuous and godly shall be heirs of 
everlasting joy, and dooms the irreligious, the profane, the impenitent 
the unbelieving and the vicious to perdition. As far as we are dispo- 
sed to embrace the religion of Christ, as far as we experience its re- 
newing and purifying influence, as far ag we possess its spirit and live in 
obedience to its impulse and its laws, so far we may conclude, and 
warrantably and safely conclude, that we shall finally *.-herit eternal 
life. Whether we ourselves, or whether any other individuals are 
appointed to salvation, is a question, with regard to which it must be in 

vain for us any further to, agitate our minds. Our gran’ concern should 
be to be christians indeed, and uniformly to live as christians. Ln this 
manner, and in this manner only, can the i inquiry with regard tc our 
election be settled. Fo ‘or, itis only the exi.tence of an unchristian 
temper and the accustomed violation of the laws of virtue and religion, 
which should lead us to fear, that we are not destined to heaven. ++, 
in any respect, the rule of our conduct, we have no coucern with tho 
purposes of God. In seasons of darkness and calamity, when clouds 
hang over our country, wheu the prospects of the Church of Christ 
are gloomy and disheartening, and the heart aches at surveying the 
sad condition of our species, “it may, indeed, be ailowale for the mind 
to gather support and comfort from reflecting, that all events are com- 
prehended in the great system of providence, that the whole is ad- 
vancing forward to a glorious and joyful consummation and that by 
and by, this distracted and melancholy scene of things shall give place te 
anew and brighter era. But it is our duty, and will prove our high- 
est and, ‘indeed, our only happiness ever to aim at fulfilling, in every 
view, our obligatians as ratioual and moral beings and to endeav our, by 
a faithful compliance with all, that christianity demands, to secure @ 
share in its blessings ; in cheerful confidence, leaving the issue with 
God, and waiting, in faith and hope, that great and awfal day, which 
shall vindicate his ways to men, which shall exalt the humble aad af- 
fectiqnate and obedient christian to a crown of glory and joy, and con 
siga the faithless, the cavilling and the rebellious to the worm, that 
uever dies, and to the fire, that is not quenched. 

A second excuse, which clainis attention, is that, which is grounded 
on a pretended inability to fulfil the claims of duty. 

Numbers, when urged to embrace religion allege with a triumphant 
air, their weakness, their impotence. ‘They cannot change their own 


: hearts ; ; they cannot rectify their tempers and amend their dispositions, 


50 as to pessess the graces and to be prepared to perform the duties, 
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which constitute and adorn the christian character. Itis the high and 
exclusive prerogative of God to change the human heart, and to render 
mankind new creatures. In requiring them to become christians an 
absolute impossibility is demanded at their hands. They are not, 
therefore, criminal for continuing as they are, for possessing the spirit 
which actuates them, and pursuing the course which they follow. ‘I'o 
be strangers to religion may be their heavy misfortune; but it is net 
their crime.—~—With allegations like these, do not a few fortify them- 
selves in their disregard of religion, so as to experience no remorse 
and no anxiety for-their neglect. But, they will infallibly subject 
themselves to the terrible doom of the slothful servant, and out of their 
own mouths will they be judged. 

if their inability be, in their view, real and not pretended, if they 
actually and firmly believe, that to God, and to Him solely, they must 
be indebted for any saiutary melioration of their character, if they 
have a settled and unwavering conviction, that He alone can put them 
in possession of vital religion, why do they not repair to Him and with 
the most deey- and earnest solicitude, implore the inestimable blessing 
at his hands? Why, when their. necessity is so extreme, when so 
wretched is their condition, and so dismal and hopeless their prospects 
without divine aid, do they not go, and, with an ardor and an impor- 
tunity, proportioned to the momentous value of the interest at stake, 
beg pity and help from above? Why are they not daily found on their 
Knees, wearying heaven, as it were, with their cries for compassion, 
and for deliverance from sin and death? Why do they not resolve, 
and act in accordance with their purpose, that, if they must perish, 
they will meet their doom at the feet of mercy, humbly and fervently 
entreating pardon and salvation ? This, onc would naturally conclude 
and without hesitation too, would be the conduct of those, who were 
ympressed with a fall and an affecting persuasion, that they were ex- 
nosed to ruin, that they were themselves impotent, and that God only 
could pluck them from the verge of that gulph, in which, witheut his 
kind interposition, they must inevitably sink in wretchedness and des- 
pair. Whatman, who should declare himself under an indispensable 
necessity of securing some blessing, which his own endeavors could 
not obtain, but which, if possessed at all, must be bestowed by anoth- 
er’s bounty, would be esteemed sincere, or if sincere, would be pro- 
nounced in his right mind, if he never opened his fips to solicit the 
precious gift? The sinner, then, who alleges his inability to embrace 
religion as a justification of his neglect, and yet never humbly ac- 
knowledges his impotence at the throne of mercy, and, on the ground 
of his helplessness, earnestly, and assiduously beseeches the God oF 
all crace to pity, and help and save him, acts an inconsistent part, and 
will be selcondemned at the bar of his final judge.——But, in general, 
if it’be not uniformly true, those who talk loudly and confidently oi 
their inability to become christians, and who attempt, on that ground. 
to vindicate their open impiety, or their utter and heedless disregard 
of religion and its duties, are characters, whose knecs are seldom ot 
never bent in acts of worship before God, and from whose lips the hal- 
lowed language of prayer rarcly, if ever proceeds. 
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But, if their inability should be allowed to be moral and net physic’! 
al, if it should be admitted, that it consists in a mere want of inclina- 
tion, and if they deem this species of inability a valid excuse for their 
irreligion, and for the various sins, with which they are chargeable, 
the question at once occurs; Why do not those, who slight and infringe 
the laws of piety carry the principle with them into daily life and act 
upon it in their general conduct 2? Why do they not allow an ioveter- 
‘ate disposition to violate the laws of society to be a perfect security 
against guilt and to operate as a complete exoueration from blame ? 
Why do they not blot from their opinions the idea, and strike from 
their language the very name of crime, and cease to regard with ab- 
horence and scorn, and to be eager to punish even those, who have 
perpetrated acts of atrocious villany? Why do they not eye with 
equal approbation and esteem, and treat with equal kindness, those, 
who trample under foot every obligation, human and divine, and those 
whose conduct is marked and adorned with all the equity, and benev- 
olence and purity, which the relations and exigences of social life re- 
quire, and which the precepts of religion demand? If a want of ineli- 
nation to do right ought to exculpate from hatred and censure, and to 
redeem from punishment for doing wrong, why are not the feelings and 
behavior of mankind toward those, by whom they personally have 
been injured, influencea and controlled by the sentiment? Why do 
they not deem themselves at liberty, and still not set reason and de- 
ceucy at defiance, to be as angry at the lightning, or the flood, or the 
tornado, by which their possessions have been destroyed and they ren- 
dered penniless, as at the knave, by whom they have been defrauded, 
or the plunderer, by whom they have been pillaged of their property 
and reduced to want? Why do they not consider themselves warrant- 
ed in evincing the same exasperation towards the flames, which con- 
sume their dw elling as towards the malignant and ruthless incendiary, 
by whom they were kindled? Why is not as violent resentment felt 
and manifested against the bludgeon, which bruises them, as against 
the hand of violence, by which it is wielded ? Each being urged on by 
an impulse equally nnavoidable and blameless, each is an object equal- 
ly proper to provoke indignation, and to be visited with punishment. 
But, if there is a radical difference between the mischicf occasioned 
by the operations of the unconscious elements, and the injuries inflict- 
ed by human agency, how does it hold true, that having a temper, in- 
stigating to wrong and noxious conduct, is a valid excuse for all the 
offences, which, under its influence, may be perpetrated ? Or is it the 
fact, that, if to commit sin is ever in his power, a man can sin then on- 
ly, when he acts in direct opposition to the bias of his mind, and offers 
violence to all the feelings and wishes of his heart? If, then, possessing 


a spirit impelling them to disregard the laws of equity aud benevo- 


lence, is not viewed by mankind as exculpating the misconduct of 
others towards them from blame, how will the fact, that any indiv idu- 
al has a strong disposition te neglect every duty of piety and fo slight 
all the demands of religion, exonerate him from guilt, in acting in con- 
formity to the dictates of his depraved heart ? Can it be belicv ed, that 
God will accept that allegation fiom mankind, os a valid excuse for 
their offinces against Him, which none will admit as a satisfactory, or 
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as any apology for the misconduct of others towards them? Cam it be 
imagined that He will allow that to be a full justification of human 
guilt, which mankind uniformly consider as constituting its very malig- 
nity? For, who is not sensible, that for any individual to bring for- 
ward his evil temper; his profligate and abandoned propensities, as a 
vindication of those atrocities, which he had committed, would be con- 
sidered as offering, in his own defence, the very ground of his crimi- 
nality, and as renideri ing more dark and odious the ‘features of his guilt ? 
For, who is not aware; that in exact proportion as the depravity of the 
heart appears more deep and rooted, in the samé proportion every 
character is deemed an object of severer censure and of stronger rep- 
robation ? Till, then; thiose; who plead their corruption, their weak- 
ness, their inability, as an excuse for their disregard of religion and 
their violation of its various laws, are fourid humble, earnest and im- 
portunate in prayer, or till, in their feelings and conduct towards their 
fellow men, they act fully upon the principle, upon which they claim 
impunity at the hand of God, there will be an irreconcilable variance 
between their pretences and their practice, and they will be seli-con- 
demoed at the divine tribunal. 

We may, then, safely conclude; that no valid exctise in favor of out 
neglect of God and of out infringements of the precepts of the Gospel, 
can be derived, either from the divine purposes, or our own inability. 
If, on cither of these pretences, we rest our confidence, we shall find, 
to our shame, and dismay, and ruin, that we have placed our reliance 
on error and delusion. But, if these grounds of hope to those, who slight 
religion, are found untenable, if these allegations, which the profané 
the cavilling and rebellious often regard as effectual security from 
blame and from sufering, are unsound and deceptive, we may without 
hesitation infer, that ev ery excuse for sin, that every palliation of 
iniquity will ultimately be seen to be weak and fallacious. to dugment 
the guilt, and aggravate the condemnation and the woe of those, by 
whom it is advanced and by wliom itis made the basis of their reli- 
ance and hope. 

We shall, thetefore, close our femarks by solemnly warning our 
readers against ever attemping to excuse themselves, on any preténce 
whatever, for their diregard of religion, or for any act of sin. 

You may, indeed, bring forward excuses, whieh may be highly spe+ 
cious, avd wear, to a considerable extent, the semblance of truth and 
reason. You may allege such, as it shall be difficult, and, perhaps, 
even impossible, for your fellow-men to obviate. You may, there- 
fore, find it in your power to adduce such as shall erable you to stand 
boldly upon your own defence, when you are reproved, aud with an 
unabashed countenance to reply to the censufes and the warnings of 
those, who may upbraid and admonish you. But you may rest assur- 
ed, that no excuse, which you can devise, will at last, be found valid at 
the bar of your final judge. For, what excuse, can possibly be dic- 
covered, which shall justify contempt of the authority and disobedi- 
ence to the will of God? When He fixed the Emits of bhuntan duty, 
when He pointed out the affections, by which he requires mankind to 
be actuated, and the services which he calls npon them to perform, he 
was perfectly acquainted with the human character, and knew al} tha 
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temptations, by which we are surrounded. What, then, is every pal- 
jiation of sin and every attempt at self justification, but an emphatical 
declaration to God, that He is exorbitant in his demands, and unjust 
and cruel in his denunciations ? What is it, of course, but a daring af- 
front to the divine character? But, although every allegation must be 
unavailing with God, the pleas which you form, the excuses which 
you allege, may have a tremendous influence on yourselves. Although 
you cannot deceive the divine mind, you may dupe your own under- 
standings, stupify your consciences and harden your hearts, and draw 
down upon yourselves aggravated guilt and wo. Yours will become 
the fearful doom, Out of thine own ‘mouth mill I judge thee, thou wick- 
ed servant. 


ES SOs 


THE CHRISTIANS LIFE A JOURNEY. 


By various representations, the scriptures display the christian’s 
¢haracter, and duty, and happiness. They speak of him as being, 
while he remains here below, a stranger ina strange land. They ex- 
hibit him as an exile and asojourner xn earth. They describe him as 
a pilgrim passing through this world to a brighter and a happier region 
above. With the spirit and affections of an exile, a pilgrim, astran- 
ger, they call upon him to be animated, and in accordance with these 
characters, which are given him, they require him to act. 

Of the numerous emblems, by which the life of the christian is ap- 
propriately delineated, none, perhaps, possesses more exact propriety, 
more complete and uniform accuracy, than a journey. To trace the 
resemblance, in a number of particulars, will be the object of this com- 
munication. 

A journey cannot be performed without toil, aud hardships, and pri- 
vations. No progress can be made without labor and often vigorous 
and unceasing efforts are required. ‘The incoaveniences of rough aud 
uneven ways, and of stormy and inclement weather must be endured. 
Inadequate accommodations will often be found, and occasionally such 
only as cre painful and revolting can be obtained. ‘The traveller 
must, at one time, rise steep ascents, and, at another, pass over a rug- 
ged and stony path. He will sometimes be drenched by the rain, be 
pelted by the hail and the snew, aud be buffetted by the winds. He 
must sometimes be scorched and enfeebled by the sultry and wither- 
ing heat of summer, and sometimes chilled by the keen and freezing 
blasts of winter. He cannot alw ays secure a smooth and delightful 
road; he cannot always experience a bright sun, and fair and genial 
skies; he cannot take along with him, to be constantly enjoyed, the 
neatness, the tranquility, or the elegance of home. But, with all its 
inconveniences, a journey has its peculiar pleasures ; it possesses its 
appropriate sources of satisfaction ; and few are the individuals, who, 
on account of the evils to be encountered in leaving it, would consent to 


_be fixed in one narrow spot, and never to pass the limits, by which it 
might be bounded. A jourvey.will occasionally furnish a smooth and 
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level way, ou which progress is made with ease and pleasure. Itis con- 
tinually presenting a new aud varied scene, and, now aud then, a fair 
and deligitiul prospect will be spread before the eye. — Often also, it 
will bring into view novei aud interesting objects, and, at times, exhib- 
it surprising and deeply intcresting occurrences. 

The christian’s life is a state of exertion and self&denial. His condi- 
tion is such as will not allow him to sit down in inactivity and to forego 
every effort. He cannot pass through the world without labor. He 
cannot effectually encounter the mary and arduous difficulties, which 
jie in his way, he cannot surmount the numerous and fornidable obsta- 
cles, which obstruct his path, without strenuous and often painful en- 
deavors. He cannot avoid the necessily of submitting to frequent and 
severe privations. Much which it is irksome to nature to beay, must 
be endured, and much, which it is hard and distressing to flesh and 
blood to give up, must be resigned. ‘That ceurse of duty, which the 
christian is bound to accomplish, that series of services, which he is 
under the highest necessity of performing, cannot be completed without 
intense exertion. ‘hose corrupt and degrading propensities, which 
he is solemnly obligated to mortify, those noxious and defiling passions, 
which he is indispensably required to subdue, cannot be fully dethron- 
ed, cannot be radically extirpated, without frequent acts of resolute 
and high self-deuial. The world is not a region friendly to the chris- 
tian, a region faverable to his progress in piety, a region rendering his 
advances towards heaven easy and rapid. It isa wilderness, often dark 
and forbidding, though not impervious, a wilderness, in which there is 
maby a snare to entangle, many an impediment to retard, and many a 
thorn to wouud. The road which he pursues is not an even and flowe- 
ry path; but a hard and toilsome way. Poorly is he acquainted with 
his own character, imperfect are his views of the naiwe and the de- 
mands of religion,and scanty is his knowledge of the temptations and em- 
barrassments of a world like this, who imagines, that he can possess the 
virtues, which distivguish the christian, fulfil the various duties, which 
are claimed at his hands and guard against the various dangers, which 
threaten his soul, without exertion, without self-denial, and witheut 
vigilance. He indulges himseli in a delusion the most visionary and 
the most perilous. 

But, with all the efforts, which are to be made, and with all the re. 
nunciation, which is to be practised, the christian’s life is not joy less. 
"i/o animate him amidst all bis totls, and difficulties, and privations he 
has ealivening aiid blessed hopes. ‘Yo cheer him in every dark and 
gloemy heur, ke has glorious and enrapturing prospects. He has au 
unfailing and a rich fountain of contentment and delight springing up 
in his own mind. As he proceeds en his way he olten finds places of 
refreshment; water from the rock and bread from heaven are given 
to streugthen and sustain him. A constant guide, and comforter, and 
friend attends him. Amidst every incenvenience, emidst all bis exer- 
tions, and hardships, and trials, he, therefore, goes en nis way rejorcing, 
rejoicing ia his prescut comforts, rejoicing in his heavenly anticipa- 
tions. 

A journey is attended with danger, especially if it be through a hos- 
tile territory. The traveller is peculiavly exposed to many injurious, 
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if not fatal occurrences. He is liable to encounter various and formi- 
dable foes, by whom he may either be terrified from the course, which 
he ought to pursue, be pillaged of his property, or be robbed even of 
his life. He may meet with enemies in the guise of friends and be as- 
sailed by mischief under the semblance of pleasure. The enticements 
of the individuals, iato whose company he may fall, or the attractious 
of the various alluring objects, which may strike his view, may induce 
him to loiter in his way, or may draw him aside from the path, which 
couducts te the place of his destination. If not careful in his inqui- 
ries respecting the direction, in which he must proceed, and, if not vig- 
jlant and circumspect in guarding against every deviation from the 
prescibed course, he will be liable te wander from the path, which 
he ought to pursue, to involve himself in perplexity and distress, to re- 
duce himself to the painful necessity of retracing his steps, and to sub- 


ject himself to still severer evil, if not to absolute ruin. 


The christian is passing through the country of av enemy, and is ex- 
posed to the machinations and assaults of the foes of his soul. The 
world is a region unfriegdly to religion, and various are the adversa- 
ries, with whom he is called to contend, powerful are the efforts, which 
they make aud formidable is the influence, which they exert. By the 
blandishments of temptation, by the infiuence of erroncous example, 
and hy the solicitations of friends and associates, he may he enticed in- 
to sin, and that light, which beams from heaven upon the pious mind 
and cheers it, while passing through this dark world, may be intercept- 
ed. If inattentive to that sacred chart, which marks the road, along. 
which his journey through this wilderness lies, he will go astray from 
the path of duty and plunge himself in guilt and wo. ‘Thus, by the 
arts and exertions of the adversaries of kis peace and salvation, by the 
operation of the ohjects and characters, which surround him, by the 
influence a world lying in wickedness, by the efforts of the powers of 
darkness, and by his own sinful negligence and inadvertency, the chris- 
tian may be deeply and painfully injured, the tranquility of his mind 
may be subverted, and the sources ef his comfort and joy dried up, 
although firm and triumphant is the confidence which may be indulg- 
ed, that he shall not so err from the way of life as to perish, that he 
shall not so be overcome as, at 4st, to sink in ruin. 

A journey affords no place of durable, oy permanent repose. ‘The 
traveller must with daily, resolute and unwearied perseverance, arise 
and go on his way. He must gradually and constantly advance to- 
wards the place of his destination. He may indeed, stop for rest at 
night. He may consent toa momentary delay for the purpose of re- 
freshment. He may linger a little to gaze on a fair and attractive land- 
scape. He may tarry a short space to survey some grand, some nov. 
cl, some beautiful object. He may waita brief period to witness some 
important and interesting occurrence. But, these delays must not ine 
terfere with his grand concern. He cannot without relinquishing his 
purpose, and renouncing every hope of reaching the point, for which 
he has started, sit down in indolence and forego further progress, 

In the same manner, constant and persevering advances are to be 
sade by the christian, There is for him no point of rest on earth: ne 
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place of permanent repose, this side heaven. ‘To the last, it will be 
his duty to arise and go on his way. 

There is for nim, vo point of rest, either as to the graces of his char- 
acter, as tothe actions of virtue, beneficence and piety, which he is 
bound to pertorm, or as to the enjoyments of religion, a share of which 
has been granted him and jor a larger allotment of which he thirsts. 

Ail the virtues, which characterize and dignity the christian, exist 
in his breast ip an mepeeeet, if not in a feeble, degree. In no mind is 
love to God and benevolence to man felt in full and adequate vigor. 
No heart glows with gratitude towards the Savior , sufficiently ardent, 
cleaves to him with an atiachment sufficiently strong and affectio: rate, 
or relies upon him, with a faith sufficiently simple, cordial, and unwa- 
veripg. No uaderstanding bows, with a submission sufficiently unre- 
served and implicit, to the guidance of heavenly wisdom, and to the 
appoivtments of heavenly mercy No besom melts in contrition for 
its offences sufficiently deep and unfeigned, or burns with av abhor- 
rence of iniquity, sufficiently uuiform and intense. No soul isso hum- 
ble, as never to feel any sw ellings of pride, no one so resigned and pa- 
tient, as never to experience any cn. otions of fretfulnuess and discontent, 
no one so disinterested and kind, as never to know the repinings of en- 
vy, no one so mild and meek, asneverto kindle with passion and 
burn with anger, no one so compasssionate and charitable, as never to 
fcel the influence, or yield to the dominion of selfishness. ‘his world 
is a region of imperfection. Nothing is found below the sun, which is 
not fallible, and defective, and defiled. But, with error, and defects 


and defilement the christian must not sit down contented. It is his du- 


ty, and an indispensable duty, to arise and go on unto perfection. He 
must not rest satisfied with himself, till all the affections of his 
heart, all the principles ef his conduct and all the features cf his lite are 
in strict accordance with the pure spirit and the holy precepts of the 
gospel. This duty he, who is animated by the temper and teelings of 
unfeigned piety, does not wholly neglect. He may, eccasionally, be 
remiss in his efforts and tardy in his | progress. He may, at times, loi- 
ter in his course, and even turn aside from the narrow w ay. But, ev- 
ry irve christian is actuated by a spirit of genuive heroism, whic h ur- 
ges him on to hisher aad bigher attainmer te | in moral and religions ex 
cellence. Ft is bis aim, his endeavor and his prayer to arrive at per 
fection, and, wotwiths tanding momentary delays, he is gradually ad- 
vancing forward and approaching the mark. And, by and by, he shall 
reach it. By and by, he shall arrive at home. — By and by, he shall 
enter heaven. And heaven isthe land of pertection. ‘There the sou} 
shall be cleansed from all its stains, shall be disenthralled from all its 
base and siniul passions, and be redeemed from all its degrading and 
guilty habits. ‘here shall it be completely invested with the divir-: 
image, ard shine forth in all. the glory and loveliness of consummate 
purity, of angelic excellence. 

‘The christian will not, till he closes his eyes on life, fill up entirely 
that measure of good works, which is claimed at his hands. He wilt 
not complet: the sum ef virtuous and beneficent actions, which he is 
bound to perform for the glory of God, the happiness of his fellew- 
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men and the welfare of his own soul, till his body slecps in the dust 
and his = for s to serve inheaven. No oue can obey God so long 
and so perfectly, that it shall be incumbent oa him to obey him no 
more. Noone can do good to his fellew-men, for a period so protrac- 
ted and to an extent so wide, that it shell no longer be his duty to add 
to the amount of his noble wed cenerous deeds. The christian must 
still be anementing bis stock of faith and good works. He must be 
still enlargiug that good foundation, which he is laying up in store, till 
he shall lay hold on eternal ii ifr. He must not become weary in well- 
doing, tili He, who called him to labor, and to whose service he has 
devoted himself, shall dismiss him to rest. 

‘here is no place of repose for the christian, as to the enjoyments 
which religion confers. He does not, while he lives, taste the joys of 
pieiy so fully, that saticty is created, or that nothing more is left for 
him to hone, or desire. = ‘Phe more large ‘ly the consolations and de- 
lights of re ligion are experienced, the more intersely will they be cov- 
etted, and the more eagerly and renerené will they be sought. 
They are not intended to be conv. -yed, in their fulness, to the devout 
on earth. What they possess is only an earnest, a prelibration of some- 
thing more blissful and exalted to come, sent to invigorate their de- 
sires, to elevate ibeir hopes aud to quicken their exertions. ‘lhere is 
continually before the christian something nobler, something more 
rich in delight, than -_ yet been ome ized in his experience. To 
the j joy, which lies before him, to the happiness, which is yet to be se- 
cured, he should arise‘and go forward. In proportion to their attain- 
meuts in holiness, to their proficiency in the divine life, will be, in or- 
dinary circumstances, the allotment of the consolations and joys of pi 
ety, which God imparts to his friends. But, the utmost, which can be 
enjoyed, the highest bliss, which the pious can experience, will not be 
possessed, till they arrive in heaven, till they reach the right hand of 
God, where is fulness of joey. And even then, perfect as their happi- 
ness will be, a degree of glory not yet revealed, a height of felicit 
not yet visti, will doubtless, ihrougheut eternity, lie before the 
blessed. 

‘hus is the christian’s life a journey. Like ajourney it is a state 
of toil and privation. Like a journey it is attended with various poe 
gers, with danger of annoyance an injury from external enemies, aud 
of mischief from the corruption of our hearts; with danger of ee 
seduced from the right path by the allurements of temptation, of erring 
through ignorance, or of goiug astray through our negligence and folly. 
Like a journey it, finall y, demands constant and persevering advances, 
till we rest from eur lal sors, in the grave. 

'T'o our readers we would, now, seriously put the inquiry, Are you 
journeying with the chvistian towards heaven? Have you entered the 
path, which he is pursuing, and are you advancing along with him in 
wisdom’s ways ? Happy then j is your Jot. Blessed are your prospects 
while you remain on earth, aud glorious and joy ful will be your de sti- 
ny, beyond the grave W hen you have done tasting the streams of 
mercy below, you sha il arrive at the fountain above. When you shall 
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its bliss in heaven. And heavenis the region of peace, and purity, and 
love, a region which ensures an exemption from every source of mises 
ry, and the full gratificauion of every wish of the heart. It is the place, 
where, peculiarly, God dwells, where He displays the effulgence of his 
glory and affords the blissful and unclouded vision of his face. It is 
the land where all the truly wise, and great, and good of every age 
and of every country are assembled. Itisaregion, where the wor- 
ship and praise of God are at once the business and the joy of the un- 
numbered millions, who tenant it. ‘To this world are you journeying 
and here, by and by, shall you arrive. Here shall you, ere long, be at 
home, here shall you have an everlasting abode, and here shall you be 
unutterably happy forever 

But, the sinver, no less than the christian, is accomplishing a jour- 
ney. It lies, however, in au opposite direction. The sinner is ad- 
vaneing towards the region of wo, and every day brings him nearer 
the habitation of unmingled wretchedness and remediless despair. Who 
can behold his infatuation without strong emotions of pity and regret ? 
And who can forbear to pray, that God, in his mercy, may awaken 
him toa sense of his folly and his guilt, and turn his feet, from the read 
to rip, into the paths of peace and salvation ? 


———““SED 2 ae ——- 
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ON TIE SABBATH. NO. VIii. 


Ax extremely important inquiry is suggested by the preceding ob- 
servations; viz. Do the Scriptures authorize any exception to the 
prohibitions of the fourth commandment, which have been quoted; or 
do they give such a construction to the law, as will justify a departure 
from the letter of it, in any supposable circumstances ? If they do not, 
then no buman authority may presume to make a single exception, or 
to give the law any such libera! construction. Wemay not go beyond 
the word of the Lord, to do less or more. To the law and te the testimo- 
sty We Must appeal in this case, as well as every other, and must cheer- 
fully abide by the decision, whatever it may be. 

Let us, then, in the first place, see what further light we can obtain 
from the Old-Testament. ‘Turning to the sixteenth chapter of Exodus 
ye find, that the Israelites, of their own accord, gathered twice as 
much manna on the sixth day, as they had gathered upon any preced- 
ing day. When this came tothe ears of Moscs, it met with his entire 
apprebation; and he directed the people to bake and boil, what was 
necessary for that day’s use, and lay up the rest until the morning ;— 
telliog them, at the same time, that as the morrow would be the Sak. 
bath, no manna would be found in the field. Most of the people did as 
hey were commanded, but some went out onthe seventh day. ‘They, 
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however, found nothing. And the Lord said unto Moses, how long re- 
fuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws? See, for that the Led 
hath given you the Sabbath, therefore he giveth you, on the sixth day, the 
bread of two days ; abide ye every man in his place ; let no man go out 
of his place on the seventh day. We find no licence here, for any kind 
of iabor. ‘Ihe Israelites might not so much as go out to gather 
their daily portion of food. Lt must be brought into their tents, the 
preceding day. It seems, however, that they were allowed to pre- 
pare, i. e. to bake or boil it, on the Sabbath; for Moses did not require 
them to cook the whole on the sixth day. Bake thut, said he, which 
ye mill bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe, and that which re- 
MAINETH over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. From this 
we may fairly infer, ] think, that the unecessary preparations of plain 
and wholesome fare, on the Sabbath, + snot inconsistent with the spirit 
of the fourth commandment. Having got all things ready on the day 
preceding, the children of Israel might cook their manna, in a plain 
way, and that wasall. ‘he law, I apprehend, allows us to do as much 
tor our present comfort, but nothiag more. 

'‘’he following passage in the thirty-first chapter of Exodus may 
gerve to throw some additional light on the subject before us. Ye shall 
keep the Sabbath therefore, for tt ts holy unto you. Every one, that de- 
fileth it, shall surely be put to death ; for whosoever doeth any work there. 
in, that soul shall be cut off from amongst his people. Six days may 
work be done, but in the seventh is the Sabdath of rest holy to the Lord; 
whosoever doecth any work 1a the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 
death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath to ot - 
serve the Sabbath, throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. 
It is a sign between me and the children of Israel forever : for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and 
was refreshed. 'Ehis seems to be a sort of commentary upon the fourth 
commandment, and, viewed in this light, confirms the literal import of 
its prohibitions. At any rate, the Israelites were forbidden under pain 
of death, to do any work upon the Sabbath. ‘T’he same prohibition is 
repeated in chapter xxxiv. Six days thou shalt work ; but on the 
seventh day thou shalt rest : i earing time and in harve st thou shait rest, 
No instance of transgression is mentioned, till we come to the fifteenth 
chapter of Numbers. The crime and the punishment of one individu- 
al are there related in the following words. And while the children of 
Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upor 
the Sabbath day. And they that found him gathering sticks, brought 
him unto Moses and Aaron, and unio all the congregation. And they put 
him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done unto him. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall surely be put to death : all 
the congregation shall stone him mith stones without the camp. And all 
ihe congregation brought him without the camp and stoned him mith stoncs 
and he died. 'Uhe gathering of sticks, iu this case, was no doubt a pre- 
sumptuous violation ofthe preceding law, and the offender was execu- 
ted, as a warning to others not to profane the Sabbath. 

There is a passage in Exodus xxxv, which seems to be attended 
with some difficulty, and has given rise to varicus expositions aud 
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conjectures. It isin the words following. Siz days shall wark be dene, 
but on the seventh day there sha!i be to you an hely day, a Sabbath of 
rest to the Lord. Whosoever deceti: niork thercin, “shalt be put to dealit. 
Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations, on ihe Sabbath day. 
The difficulty lies in the clause, Ye shall hindleno fire, &c. | have 
seen nothing more satisfactory ou this text, than the followiug brief obe 
servations of Dr. Scott. “ ‘ithe connexion favors the opinion, that the 
prohibition was meant of fires used in manuiactories, or trades, by 
smiths, plumbers and others, of which many would be required in pre- 
paring the sanctuary; but none even of that work might be done on 
the Sabbath. If fires in geveral be understood, we must suppose, ci- 
ther that it was a temporary institution, for the time during which the 
people in the wilderness were miraculously provided for; or that 
some exceptions were allowed, in favor of the sick, infirm and chil- 
crev, who must suffer extremely at some scasons, even in warm cli- 
mates, for want of fire. No intimation is given, that in the times of 
Christ and his Apostles, the Jews had no fires on the Sabbath, or even 
that they prepared no victuals. ‘The sacred festivals would sometimes 
happen on that day, and the paschal lamb was roasted in the house 
where it was eaten; some exception therefore must be supposcd, if 
we understand the prohibition concerning fires in general.” 

I do not know that any light can be cbtained from the Old T'esta- 
ment, in regard to the prohibitions of the Sabbath, which is net com- 
prised in the preceding quotations. And what isthe result of our ex: 
smination? Why, upon the most liberal construction and compariscor 
of the different texts, that the Israelites might prepare their meals up- 
on the Sabbath, but that they were not allowed to do any thing on 
that day, which mi ight be called werk, at any season of the year; new 
ther they, nor their sons, nor ther daughters, ner their servants, nor their 
cattle. 

Let us row turn to the New Testament. The son of Man was the 
Lord of the Sabbath. In what light did he regard the institution ? I 
had occasion to show, in a former number, that the Gospels contain no 
hint of his having abrogated the fourth commandment, but much to the 
contrary. It is certain, however, that he gave ita more liheral and 
merciful construction than the Scribes and Pharisees did. When, on 
a particular Sabbath, he wreught a miracle of heating upon a woman 
who had been grievously afflicted for eighteen years, the ruler of the 
synagogue indignantly rebuked the people. = 7 "here Gre six days, said 
he, in which men oug cht to work ; in them, therefore, come and be healed, 
and not on the Sabbath day. Our Lord, knowing that the rebuke was 
intended for him, answered, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of You 
en the Sabbath loose his ex, or his ass, from the stall and lead him axay 
to the watering ; and ought not this woman, bong a daughter of Abra- 
ham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eightecn years, be lcosed fr om this 
bond on the Sabbath day ? 'V his was a mode of address which admitted 
of no reply ; and accordingly the Evangelist says, that all his adversa- 
ries were ashamed. 

On another occason, Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the corn, 
and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the cars of corn 
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andio cat. But when the Pharisees saw tt, they said unto him, Behold 
thy disciples do Lit which is not Lawful io do on the Sabbatn day. — Se- 
sus justified his disciples on the ground,that it was proper, at any 
time, to satisfy the craviags ofhunger; that to obtain relief from 
present distress, things might be done upon the Sabbath, which, uadcer 
other circumstances, would be unlawful. ‘If, said he, ye had known 
what this meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have 
condemned the guiltless. The same day, our Lord found io the syna- 
gogue a min whose hand was nithered. She Jews, who were present 
and who were anxious to find some accusation against Christ, asked 
him, Is tt lawful te heal on the Sabbath day? And he said unto them, 
what min shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it 
fail into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he net lay hold onit and liftit 
oul ? How much then, is a man better than a sheep. Wherefore itis 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath days. 

The preceding quotations contain what may be called our Lord’s 
exposition of the prohibitory clause of the fourth commandment.— 
From the whole taken together we learn, 

First, that the Jews themselves considered it proper to feed their 
cattle, and extricate them from any place of suffering, or danger, on 
the Sabbath, while they absurdly objected to the healing of the sick, 
and to plucking a few ears of grain to satisfy hunger. 

Secondly, that works of mercy are lawful upon the Sabbath, and 
of course that they may be performed by any person, whenever oc- 
casion requires. [t is worthy of remark, that works of mercy are the 
only works on the Sabbath, to which our Lord gives any countenance. 
It was to relieve the ox, or the sheep, from present suffering, that he 
might be pulled out of a pit, on the Sabbath day. It was to save him 
from suffering, that he might be led away to watering. It was to de- 
Jiver men aud women from pain and distress, that Christ healed them 
onthe Sabbath. And it was because the discipless were then hun- 
gry, that he excused them for plucking and rubbing afew ears of 
grain, as they passed through a field, on their way, (as it would seem 
to public worship. Neither the precepts, nor the example, of Christ 
can be pleaded, to sanction works of any other character, than such as 
are here enumerated. In vain will those, who wish to make the law 
of the Sabbath void, by doing their own work, and finding their own 
pleasures ; in vain will they look for a hint to justify them, either in 
the Old Testament or the New. 

The preceding observations will, if I mistake not, help us to under- 
stand and limit the word necessity, in the sixtieth answer of our Short- 
er Catechism. ‘‘ The Sabbath is to be sanctified,” say the venerable 
Assembly of Divines, “ by an holy resting all thatday, even from 
such worldly employments and recreations as are lawful enother days 
and spending the whole time in public and private exercises of God’s 
worship ; except so much asis to be taken up, in works of necessity and 
mercy.” Without presuming to express a decided opinion, in regard 
to the use of the word necessity here, I am sure that it has often been 
laid hold of, to justify works upon the Lord’s day, which the pieus 
authors of the catechism would . condemned with one voice.—— 
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The word has co many significations, andisso abstract in some of 
thein, that men who are wise to do evié, find no cifliculiv in making 
out a plausible justification for their weekly viclations of the: fourth 
commandment. W hen strengly prompted b y interest, or inclination, 
mankind in general easily persuade themselves, that the things, which 
they propose to do on the Sabbath, are necess ay and therefore right. 

‘hus one man ve tily believes, that securing his grain on that day 
is a work of any Another, that making ! hay is necessary. A 
third, that posting his books i i3 fully justified by the same pleas A 
fourth, that the urgency of bis secular affairs re anders it necessary for 
him to spend the Lord’s day in journeying A fifi, thet this. same 
imperious necessity, even makes it a duty to load aud send out his 
ship. [am aware, that the Westminster Diviucs aie not answerable 
for all the misconstructions which may be put upon their |inguage.— 
{t would be most upreasonable to demand cf them to do, whatno writ- 
ey or speaker ever has done, or ever can do. The impertections of 
all human language afford ample scope, for miscoloring and perver- 
sion. But iuasmuch, as the word necessity 1s NO where used by the 
sacred penman, in reference to the Sabbath ; and inasmuch: as it is lia- 
ble to such mighty abuses, I have, I freely confess, sometimes wished, 
that it had not:found its way into the catechisin. 

Since, however, we find it there, and since it has been adopted by 
most theological.writers, it is extremely important to ascertain, in 
what scriptural sense, any works can be neccssary upon the Lord’s 
day. ‘To this end, we must keep elose to the law and the testimony. 
To plead necessity for any word, or deed, which the Holy Spirit no 


where recognizes as Jawful, can be nothing Jess, than setting up hu-- 


man opinions as paramount to the authority of God. With such expla- 
nations and limitations as the Scriptures afford, we may perhaps say 
that certain things are necessary to be done on the Lord's day ; but it 
becomes us to be extremely careful, that we do not go ioo far. What 
1 mean is this ;—If the law permitted the Israejites to feed and water 
their cattle, and to pull them out of the mire, or a pit, on the Sabbath 
day, these might inf one sense he called works of necessity ;—because 
food and water were nescssary for the cone of beasts, as well as 
men; and because, if left in a pit, till the Sabbath was over, a sheep, 
or ap ox, would certaivly suffer, and probably die.  €n the other 
hand, as the Israelites were ype d unéer pain of death, from do- 
ing any thing, which might be called labor an God’s holy day, neces- 
sity was put ‘entirely out of the question. It never could be pleaded, 
however urgent any man’s secular business might be. 

In astrong and universal sense, food is necessary ior the sustenance 
ofman. No one can live long without it. Iua more limited sense, 
it is necessary every day. It is necessary, because we cannot in ordi- 
nary circumstances a comfortable fer one day, if we are wholly des- 
titute. In this last sense, it was doubtless necessary for the disciples 
to pluck the ears of corn. They were hungry. They had nothing 
else toeat. Something was"necessary to abate’ the c ravings of nature. 
If our Lord’s indulgence in this case: may be pleaded as a precedent 
in all similar cases, we should take heed never to plead the necessity 
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when the cases are dissimilar. Wemay not give a wider, or more 
liberai construction io the fourth commandment, than Christ saw fit to 
give. Such expiauations as were necessary he gave; but, in all oth- 
er respects, lett the law just as he found it. 

It docs appear to me, afterall the attention I have been able to be- 
sow on the subject, that the Scriptures do not authorize any works, 
*s works of necessity upon the Sabbath, which are not at the same 
t. ne works of charity, or mercy. Nor are ali works of.charity and 
i recy allowable. ‘hose, and those anly, may be attended to, on the 
Lu: Vs day, which we had ne opportunity of doing before, and which 
cunuot, Cousistently with mercy aud benevolence, be postponed to the 

id of the sacred rest. 1! would therefore inquire, with the most pro- 
suid respect for the authors of our incomparable catechism, whether 
the phrase necessary works of mercy would not be more definite, less 
latie to abuse, and in fact more correct, than works of necessity and 
mercy ? “his would leave us as the Scriptures do, at full liberty to 
partaxe temperately of the bounties of Providence; to feed the hun- 
gry ; to take care of the sick; to comfort the afilicted; and to attend 
to the sufferings and wants of domestic aninials :—w hile, on the other 
haud, ik wuuld take away the plea of necessity, from those, who now 
gravely Dring it forward to jusufy thoughts and conversation and la- 
bors aad journeys and reercations. whic are promptea oy avarice iD- 
stead of vevevolence ; by tie lust of the flesh, Lhe lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, insteed of mercy. 

Panoplist. Zz. %. ¥. 


- 2D+o-— 
EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITIN@S OF LUTHER. 


$V hat is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord? Is not my word as a fire re 

aul asa hammer wiach breaketh the reck ia pieces 2? Jcrem. xxiii. 

28, 29. 

‘hat is asure evidence that the word is sent forth from God, and 
comes from him, when it cuts, as it were, and strikes, and works effi. 
caciously i i the heart, and excites men with earnestness of mind to 
ive according to it, and to desire more and more to hear it; as it is 
written, He that eateth me, shall hunger more after me ; wad he that 
drinketh me shali thirst more after me. And thence comes it, that in 
our times, preachers are indeed most elegant and fine, aud yet but 
litle fruitis preduced by them. ‘I'he reason is, itis they who say 
such and such things of themselves, instead of following God, and the 
people hear what they affirm, and do not believe it as the word of 
Cod. ‘Lhus man’s reason presumptuously shines unto man’s reason ; 
whereas it must be grace and not reason, God and not man. 


As ye have thercfere received Christ Jesus the Lerd, so walk ye in him 
reoted and buat up ur hun, aud established in the faith —Col. li. 6, 7. 


Secure, faise, Christians, who glory much of faith, must take heed 
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lest they deceive themselves with the vain boast, I have been baptiz- 
ed and am aChristian, therefore need I nothing more, &c. But in 
addition to that they must strive, that their faith be rightly rooted and 
grounded, and they must examine and prove themselves whether it 
stand fast, and can endure the storm and tempest of terror. Otherwise 
this boasting and security will sink under them and disperse as smoke 
in the air; and it will avail them nothing that they trust to it, and 
think that if they have ouly a spurk of grace and faith they have 
enough for salvation. For if they have nothing more than sucha 
spark, and they let this lie covered in the ashes, let them fear lest the 
devil should be there and pour some water on it, aud their faith and 
all be put out together. 


Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
QD " 
—nom. X. 4. 


The Law says, Thou hast sinned. IT am therefore lost, I answer.— 
¥f 1 say no, [ must have a firm ground to stand upon, that I may con- 
tradict the Law, and maintain that no. And how can I do this, since 
the Scripture says I was born in sin ? From whence then can I bring 
out that No? In my own bosom certainly shall Lnot find it, but in 
Christ. Thither must 1 go, in order to overcome the Law, ard to 
say, Behold he who says no to the law, has also a reason for what he 
declares: he is pure and without sin. This no gives me alsoa further 
benefit. Though I must confess, when I view myself, that I am a 
sinner, and canvot compare myself withthe Law, but feel therein 
nothing pure in me, and perceive the wrath of God, yet have I this 
further to say, His rightcousuess is mine ; I am there fore no longer in 
my sins. 


eer 5! 
Revien. 
—— 
AMERICAN UNITARIANISM, XC 


(Continued from page 310.) 


Ovr remarks on the works before us have already been so protraci- 
ed that, in what we have yet to offer on those, which remain to be no- 
ticed, we shall confine ourselves within very narrow limits. 

The publication of Dr. Worcester’s reply to Mr. Channing’s Let- 
ter to Mr. Thatcher, called forth a course of Remarks from Mr. Chan- 
wing, and these were succeeded by a second Letter from Dr. Worces. 
ter. On this a second sct of Remarks was published by Mr. Chan- 
ning, and since we had made considerable progress in this Review, a 
third Letter frem Dr. Worcester has been received. In the mean 
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while, other publications, on epposite sides of the controversy, have 
nade their appearance. 

Mr. Chanuing, in his Remarks on Dr. Worcester’s first Letter 
abounds with evasion, and with frequent examples of the arts, by which 
the attention may be diverted from the point under discussion, and of 
those, by which the mind may be led to entertain inaccurate views of 
the opiniovs of his opponents. He is chargeable with numerous in- 
stances of erroneous representation, and with no slight share of incop- 
sistency. 

lu his reply, p. 7, to Dr. Worcester’s remark, that the exhibition, 
which he had given of his belief, was indistinct and ambiguous, he 
soon proceeds to direct the attention of his readers from himseli to 
Dr. Worcester and to charge him with a want of distinctness in the ex- 
hibition of his sentiments, because he had no where given an explicit 
statement of his views of the doctrine of the Trinity, and of some other 
of the principles of religion. But, if Dr. Worcester, when his senti- 
ments were not at all called in question, had not attempted to give apy 
precise exhibition of his opinions, would it prove, that Mr. Channing, 
when he felt himself under a necessity of giving such an exhibition, 
had succeeded, and had been careful to avoid altogether indistinctness 
avd ambiguity ? 

In his endeavors, p. 20, to evince, that, by extending their fellowship 
to Unitarians of the lowest class, he and his brethren do not participate 
jn the guilt of their sentiments, Mr. Channing immediately turns off the 
attention to the conduct of Calvinists and Hopkiusians. But, allowing 
all which Mr. Channing may allege on this subject to be just, will it 
prove that Unitarianism is not of the nefarious character, which it is 
declared to possess, and that those, who extend their fellowship to its 
adherents, do not incur a share of the guilt, which attends embracing 
and propogating its destructive tenets? But, it happens to be the fact, 
that a eoutroversy of considerable duration and warmth has existed be- 
tween the old Calvinists and the Hopkinsians, aud that each has earn- 
estly remonstrated against the errors, as they deemed them, adopted 
by the other. Neither party, however, has considered the other as 
embracing principles radically subversive of the gospel of Christ. 
hey have accordingly treated each other as adhering to the essential 
doctrines of christianity, and as justly claiming the character of dis- 
ciples of the blessed Jesus. 

Mr. Channing asserts, p. 9, and attempts to prove, that the disputes, 
which have existed about the great doctrines of the gospel, relate, 
“not so much to their truth and importance, as to some inferior points, 
connected with them.” A more inaccurate representation could 
scarcely have been given. “ ‘I'he truth and importance” of the doc- 
trines in question have been the main points in debate. This has been 
the case undeniably with the doctrine of the ‘Triuity, of the real deity 
of Christ, of an actual expiation for sin by his death and of the justi- 
fication of the soul through faith in his merits. “ Christians,” says 
Mr. Channing, “ have disputed about the precise way, in which 
Christ’s death has an influence on our forgiveness; but that it has a 
real aud important mfluence on forgiveness, almost all unite in asserte 
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ing.” But, how, have they thus disputed, unless it be the fact, that 
some have denied, that Christ died asa vicarious sacrifice for sin, 
and that it is through the efficacy of his death, as an actual atonement, 
that forgiveness is obtained, while others have maintained these opin- 
ious? ‘{'hat “ the truth and importance” of areal expiation, of a true 
atonement has been cCisclaimed, Mr. Channing, in the very act of 
denying it, clearly admits. On the subject of ~ spiritual iutluences,” 
of human depravity, and of the necessity of a radical revovation, of 
the heart, the differences of belief are not circumsta:tial, and upimpor- 
tant; but of fundamental and primary consequence. 

Mr. Channing observes, p. 10, that ifthe “ representation of the 
truths of the Gospel,” which he acd his brethren give be ‘ general 
aiid vague,” it is because they “ never think it necessary or faithiul 
te filiup the outline of Scripture, by adding, that the Son, mko wus 
sent, was the very Ged who sent him.” Now, we wouid ask Mr. Chan- 
ning, who does * fill up the outiive of Scripture,” in this manner ?— 
Admit the distinction of persons ia the Godhead, which ‘lrinitarians 
erabrace, and all this absurdity vanishes atonce. In intimating that 
the orthodox, in this contradictory and preposterous mauner “ fill up 
tke outlive of Scripture,” or that their tenets render it unavoidable, 
Mr. Chanuing shows to what low and disingenuous arts he can descend 
te subject the opinions of his opponents to scorn ard epprobium. 

Mr. Channing declares, that the separation made by the Unitarians 
in England, who have themselves withdrawn from the orthodox and 
renounced all fellowship with them, and this too, in the most decided 
aad reproachful terms, is far less solemn, far less terrible, than that 
contended for in thie country. According to him the separation in 
Enleand is, to be sire, a mere “ separation in worship, a separation 
produced by the adoption of prayers, hymns and doxologies accom- 
odated to their peculiar seatiments.” It is, however, a complete renun- 
ciation of fellowship, puts a period to all religious intercourse, aad 
causes the parties to that separation no longer to regard, or to treat 
each other as christians. ‘This separation Mr. Channing apparently 
approves. He, at least, forbears uttering asingle expression of dis- 
like or disapprobation. But, ifas De. Worcester remarks, he will a- 
eree, that the sentiments of the orthodox aud those of bimself and his 
friends are so radically at variance, that they “ canuvot consistently 
worship together, cannot unite in offering the same prayers, nor join in 
the same hymns and doxologics, aere cau be no farther oceasion for con 
troversy. All, which is asked for, is at once couceded. No one 
would claim a more entire separation, than has taken place between 
the adherents of Unitarianism in England andthe erthodox, or that 
rerms of stronger denunciation should be employed with respect to Mr. 
Channing and his friends, than Mr. Belsham and his party have adopt- 
ed with regard to those, from whom they have withdrawn. Mr: 
(hanuing’s consistency in sanctioning the ‘course, which Mr. Belsham 
has pursued, and bitterly censuring others for supporting a measure, 
yet more objectionable, iu a far more temperate manner, we acknowl- 
edee ourselves wholly unable to discover. 

Riz. Chanuing complains, p. 14, that Dr. Worcester, to render their 
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sentiments odious “ again and again intimates, that Unitarianis, of 
course, reject all the great and distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, 
particularly the doctrine of atonement by Christ’s death,” and he meon- 
tious Dr. Clarke as a Unitarian writer, who maintained the doctrine 
of the atonement, and he refers to “ Bible News” as proving ‘ that 
maby Unitarians believe the efficacy of Christ’s death inexpressibvly 
greater upon their system, than upon that of the T'rinitarians.” On this 
poiat, Dr. Worcester replies, that “ Dr. Glarke did not deay the es- 
sential divinity or the eternal existence of the Son and was under no 
necessity of denying the doctrine of atonement.” The same, in effect, 
might be said of the author of “ Bible News.” Reference to these 
writers is pot at all tothe point. ‘Those, whohold, that Christ is 
a mere creature, reject the idea of an atonement in the ordinary accep- 
tation of the term. ‘They may talk of an atonement; but they dis- 
card the idea of a vicarious sacrifice, of areal expiation for sin.— 
‘This Mr. Channing does not deny, though he so expresses himself as 
to give a contrary impression, If he had been inclined to be frank 
and explicit, his uawillingness “ to protract this controversy” would 
not have preveated his giving a concise statement of what he conceiv- 
ed ‘to be the prevalent sentiments of liberal christians on the subject 
of Cirist’s mediation.” With regard to the estimation, in which Dr. 
Clarke’s works aud Bible News are held among Unitarians, Dr. 
Worcester observes, that, ifthey “ are “popular” among them, it is 
not because they assert the doctrine of atonement; but because they 
serve to unsettle the minds of people in regard’'to the ‘'rinity and te 
start them from the rock down the steep and fearful declivity of Uni- 
tariauism.” 

Mr. Channing complains loudly of the impropriety of the habit, with 
which he charges Dr. Worcester “ of fastening upon bis opponents the 
consequnccs, W hich may seem to him to follow from their system.”—~ 
A little before, however, he himseif had so Httleregarded his own 

| principle, that he had decl ared, that the system of the Trinitarians 
| om akes the sufferings of Jesus nothing more than the sufferings of a 
| mar,” an opinion which they utterly discard. They believe that 
Christ combined in his own person the divine and human natures, tiat. 
this person suffered and died and that his sufferings and death had all 
| the value and efficacy, which the transcendent glory of his character 
‘could confer. It is owing entirely to his divine dignity, that they 
| esteem his death as possessing the weight and importance, which are 
assigned to it in scripture, as an expiatery sacrifice for sin. 
| Mr. Channing, p. 25, represents Dr. Worcester as studiously mag- 
nifying the differences between the orthodox and Unitarians and stu- 
diously overlooking the points, in which they agree, and he proceeds 
| to exhibit the particulars, in. which they dissent from each other as 
Hew and -unimportant, and the disagreement itself as more in sound 
-and appearance, thanin reality. T ‘his representation, we hesitate not 
to pronounce erroneous and delusive. The points of difference relate 
‘to the. character of God, to the character of Christ and the duties 
and affections, which we owe Him, and to the character of man, 
the way of his acceptance with Ged, and the method of his restoration 
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to the divine image. Dr. Worcester, having examined a variety of 
particulars, which Mr. Channing had brought forward, passes or, in 
the latter part of his second Letter, to point out the discordance, radi- 
cal and almost entire, between the orthodox and some classes of Uni- 
tarians, whom Mr. Channing esteems deserving the character of chris- 
tians and for whom he claims christian fellowship. If differences of 
belief wide and substantial can be expressed iv language, those differ- 
ences are here to be found. 

Mr. Channing gives us, more than ence, strong reason to supect the 
character of his general train of thought on religion and of the lessons, 
which he inculcates.—He observes, p. 28, that the great reason, why 
truth is to be promoted, is its influence in forming a christian temper. 
This temper, he adds, consists “ very much in candor, forbearance and 
kind affection.” Now, we apprehend, that candor, in his sense of the 


word, is insisted upon by Mr. Channing and his party, to the negicct | 
of the primary principles of the gospel, our lost condition as sinners, | 


and the necessity of repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We doubt not, that “ candor, forbearance and kind af- 
fection,” will characterize the true christian, and we as little doubt, 
that these qualities, to the utmost extent, to which Mr. Channing 
would urge them, may be possessed by individuals, who are really en- 
tire strangers to the christian temper. We appreheud it to be to a de- 
plorable degree the fact, that principles peculiarly christian, are thrown | 
into the back ground by Mr. Channing himself, and still more by oth- | 
ers of his brethren, and sentiments inculcated, which approximate very | 
nearly to Pagan morality. If “any method of promoting truth, which 
is untriendly to these virtues,” candor, forbearance and kind affection, 
“js.” in Mr. Channing’s view, “ unchristian, and sacrifices the erd to 
the means of religion,” he, of course, would never withdraw from the 
communion of any church, however corrupt, nor denounce its errors, 
and, if his spirit had actuated the first reformers, the abominations of 
popery, had never been exposed and resisted, and from those abom- 
inations no part of Europe would have been rescued. 

Mr. Channing was induced, he says, to resume his pen and to en- 
gage anew in this discussion, contrary to thef{determination, which he 
had avowed, by the call made wpon him by Dr. Worcester “ to re- 
tract a flagrant mistatement” of the import of a portion of his Letter. 
Mr. Channing had said, “ The obvious import of the concluding part 
of his Letter (and it is the obvious impert, and pot a strained and cir- 
cuitous interpretation, which I regard) may be thus expressed.— 
«« Every map, who cannot admit as a doctrine of scripture, the great 
doctrine of three persons in one God, which I and other orthodox 
christians embrace, believes an opposite gospel, rejects the true gos- 
pel, despises the authority of Jesus Christ, is of course a man wholly | 
wanting in true piety and without christian virtue, and may, in per-| 
fect consistency with christian love, be rejected as unwerthy the name 
of a christian.” Noman, who reads Dr. Worcester’s Letter with an 
unbiassed spirit, will fail to obtain full conviction, that Mr. Chan- 
ning’s statement does him great injustice, adds to what he actually ad- 
vances by unfair and unwarranted inference, and exhibits the whole 
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ina light the most offensive, for the purpose of exciting disgust and 
odium to the largest possible extent. Dr. Worcester’s call upon Mr. 
Channing to retract the misstatement, which he had made, operated 
so far upon him as to prompt him again to enter the lists of controver- 
sy, aud no further. Instead of making any retraction whatever, he 
proceeds to vindicate his former representation and to treat with in- 
decorous incredulity Dr. Worcester’s explanations of his meaning and 
his assurances, that he had been misunderstood and misrepresented. 

The remarks on Dr. Worcester’s second Letter have, in many res- 
pects the same character with the former publications of Mr. Chan 
ning. But, we apprehend, that the discerning reader will discover 
some positions more preposterous perhaps, than aay, which he had 
before advanced, and that he will be ready to coaclude, that the 
cause is more unscriptural, absurd and reprehensible, than he viewed 
it before he examined this vindication. 

Instead of occupying our pages with what relates personally either 
to De. Worcester, or Mr. Channing, we shall notice ia our remarks 
those points only, which, io readers in general, must be of a more in- 
teresting and important character. . 

Mr. Channing, p. 14, controverts Dr. W orcester’s assertion, that Dr. 
Clarke admitted the essential divinity of Christ and might consistent- 
ly embrace the doctrine of the atonement. La reply to Mr. Chan- 
ning’s representation Dr. Worcester affirms,that Dr. Clarke “[held to 
an “ EYER-BLESSED TRINITY’ —to a ‘Trinity of “‘ Divine peRsons”— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who existed together “ FROM THE BEGIN- 
ning. He allows indeed, that Dr. Clark departed from the orthodox 
in the explanation of his system and asserts, that, if there was ever 2 
Tritheist in Christendom, Dr. Clarke was one, and that, if the lib- 
eral party agree with Dr. Clarke, they are Tritheists and not Uni- 
farians. 

Mr. Channing complains, p. 17, that Unitarians are represented “ as 
obliged by their sentiments to give up the doctrine of the atonement.” 
He immediately endeavors to blind and delude his readers by adding 
that “ it is indeed, very true, thatUnitarians say nothing about infinite 
ztonement.” The question was not with regard tothe degree of ef- 
ficacy, which they might assign to the atonement, but whether they 
believed in the doctrine, in the sense of areal expiation, and this re- 
mark could only operate as an evasion, calculated to divert the stten- 
tion to a differentsubject. Indeed, if we uaderstand him, Mr. Chan- 
ning cautiously avoids avowing, that they embrace the sentiment, that 
Christ died asa true propitiatory sacrifice for sin. He had befcre 
stated that “ the great body of liberal christians,” seemed to him to 
“ avree very much with the profound Butler.” This representation, 
as Dr. Worcester evinces, by a large quotatation from Bishop Butler, 
is grossly inaccurate and deceptive. Indeed, in the very paragiaph, 
in which Mr. Channing had asserted the agreement ofthe Unitarians 
* with the profound Butler,” he goes on to do away entirely the doc- | 
trine of the atonement as held by the orthodox, and to give a represen- 
tation of the subject, to which the lowest Unitarian who acknowledges 
euly the simple humanity of — aud who discards and re 
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viles and derides the idea of an actual expiation would readily ac- 
cede. He represents it asthe Unitarian belief * that Jesus Christ, 
by his sufferings aud intercession, obtains furgiveness for siuful men, 
or that on account, or in consequence of what Christ has éone aud suf- 
fered, the punishment of sin is averted froin the penitent, and blessings 
forfeited by sin, are bestowed. Onthe question whichis olten asked, 
How the death of Christ has this blessed influence, they generaily 
think that the scriptures have given us little light, aud that it is the 
part of wisdom to accept the kiad appointment ef God, without con- 
structing theories, for which the materials must be chiefly borrowed 
from our own imagination.” p. 14. Hi Mr. Channing do not, then, 
deny the atonement. in the orthodox acecptation of the term, of which 
there is very slight, ifany evidence at ali, he at least undervalues the 
doctrine and obviously eslteems it of inconsidcrahle cousequence. On 
Mr. Channing’s views of the atoncment Dr. Worcester has sorac vale- 
able observations, which if we haa room, we sheuld gladly quote. 

Dr. Worcester evinces, that, owing toa rejection of the doctrine of 
the atonement,.the difference is far less considerable, which exists be- 
tween many deists and Unitarians, than that which exists between 
Unitarians and orthodox christians. He exhibits the extreme Ganger 
of disregarding the atonement, from the consideration, that, by wel 
coming Christ as the propitiation for our sins, we accede to the gra- 
cious proposal of mercy, which God has made, and ensure the ines- 
timable blessings, which it offers to our acceptance, while, by retusing 
to receive him in that character,. “ the momentous proposal fails as to. 
us” and we are left “ without a ransom for our souls,” 

In a passage, p. 13, Mr. Channing informs us how extremely uncer~ 
tain and indefinite are the sentiments of liberal christians. Their 
opinions are it appears doubiful and undecided to a deplorable degree,, 
on some of the most important topics in theology. We shall quote only 
two sentences, although much more of as decided a character might 
be brought forward. . “ Like Dr. Clarke, the majority of this class,” 
liberal cliristians, “ fec!, that the scriptures have not taught the mode 
of Christ’s derivation. They, therefore, do not call Christ a creature, 
but leave the subject in the obscurity, in which they find it, carrying 
with them, however the impression, that the scriptures ascribe to Je- 
sus the character of Son of God ina peculiarly high sense, and ina 
sense, in which itis ascribed to no other being.” Onthe passage, 
from which these and the sentences on the atonement, extracted above, 
were taken, Dr. Worcester’s remarks are peculiarly just and imprcss- 
ive. We can bring ferward only the following pertinent and forcible 
quotations. 


With these * liberal christians,” then, it is a matter of utter uncertainty, of 
endless doubt, and, if would seem, of coid‘and lofty indifference, who the Sav- 


jour of the world is !—Whether he is a created, or an uncreated being ; whether 


he existed from eternity, or begun to exist in time; whether tie is a God, who, 
though inferior to the “ supreme God,” has yet a rightful claim to religious 
worship, or only their fellow servant, to whom no divine honours belong !— 
From other passages, on wiich I shall have occasion in another place to remark, 
it appears that the same uncertainty, and doubt, and indi flerence exist with 
these same ‘* liberal christians,” in regard to what Jesus Christ has done for 
them :—whether he died to expiate their sins with blood of inestimable merit, 
or whether ** in ganscqguence” merely “ of what he bas dene and suffered, the pua- 
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ishment of sin is averted from the penitent;” as it may have bean, in conse. 
quence of the sufferings and labours, the instructions and intercessions of Paul and 
other good men, by whose means sinners haye been brought to repentance !— 
Of course, there must be similar uncertainty, doubt, and indifference, as to 
the obligations which they awe to him ; as to the love and trust, the thanks and 
honours to which he is entitled —OQ» they then honour the Son, even as they 
honour, or should honaur the Father ¢ They do pot know who, or what the Son 
iss Ave they blessed in putting their trust in him?) They donot know to what 
ex en’, or tor whut parpose be is to be trusted Do they delight to join in 
the heavenly anthem, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain toreceive power, and. 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and biessing ? They 
do not know that he is wocihy thus to be adored and praised ! pp. 13, 14. 

Crist ana the vreat work of redemption By him, is the grand subject of the 
scriptures, f-om the beg mning to the end. Is 1t then credible, that, after all, 
the scri tures have aei informed us) who or what Christ is,—-whether God ora 
mere creature,--xor what be has dove for-us, nor how we are to be saved by 
him, aor wiat revards ard honors are due from usto him? Is it credible, that 
the inspwed writings have iefi these primary subjects in such “obscurity,” that 
one man may acknowledge him as God, one and co-equal with the Father, 
another, only as a mere man, “ fallible aud peccabie like other men,” and a third 
as a demigod, or some ubxnown intermediate being, between the Creator and 
creatures, that sume may belie ve his death to have been an expiatory sacrifice 
ror the suis of the world, and others that he died only as a witness to the truth, 
—thut some may trust for yustification and salvation only in his vicarious merits, 
and others ia their 6wh virtues,—and yet all of them have an equal claim to the 
name and privileges of christian believers 2, np. 14, 15. 

Mr. Channing alleges p. i8, that the doctrine of the Trinity “ as it 
as often stated is an uvintelligible proposition” and that “ it is out of 
our power to believe a proposition, of which we do net know the 
meaning.” Elsewhere he has other observations tothe same effect.-Dr. 
Worcester shows, that such pretences come with a peculiarly bad grace 
from Mr. Channing, denies that the doctrine of the Trinity is unintelli- 
gible, and proves, what has again and again been made clear as argu- 
ment could make it, that the mysterious nature of a doctrine is no sol- 
id objection aguinst its truth and its claims to our regard. 


But, Sir, do you believe no propesition of which you do not énow the meaning ? 
Take the proposition which you and other Unitarians would make ghe singt: ese 
sential article of the elristian creed: JSesusis the Christ, the Son of the ving Gog. 
Do you understand the meaning of this proposition ?. Itis plain, from what has 
betore been exhibited, that you do not. Youdo not know who or what Christ 
is: whether a created, or ai uncreated being ; whether a creature whese exis- 
terice had a beginning, or a demigod, or a ** somewhui,’’ who existed trom etern}- 
ty. 4+ little do you know the meaning of the appellation, the Son of God. You 
“carry wiih you indeed an impression, that Jesus is the Son of God ina pccule 
iariy high sense,”’ but in what sense you do not understand According toyour 
own statement then, you do rot believe the proposition, that ‘‘ Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God !” Do not believe what you hold tebe the,sin- 
gle essential article of the christian faith! =p. 28. . 


Mr. Channing maintains p. 22, 23, “ that the differences between 
Unitarians and ‘Tvinitariaus lie more in sounds than in ideas” and that 
‘“‘ a barbarous phraseology is the chief wail of partition between these 
classes of christians.” ‘I'he orthodox he represents as contending at 
ihe best, for * only flitting shadows of thought.” Mr. Channing is 
an instance of the extreme difficulty, with which consistency in error 
_is preserved, and-of the manner, in which truth will inadvertently be 

uttered. Of the orthodox, he says, p. 16, that their ‘ additions seem 
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to him as exceptionable as the defictences” of others, of Dr. Priestley 
and Mr. Belsham. He further says, p. 22.“ lam persuaded that 
at the last day the Trinitarian mill be found in a great error and, were 
{ disposed, I could make cs moving on appeal to his fears as Dr. W orces- 
ter can to ours.” Healso says they “ have fallen into. some of the 
grossest ervors.”. We have no doubt, that one, or the otheris “in a 
great error” and that Unitarians, or the orthodox have the most serie 
ous ground for alarm. But, how such representations, as we have 
just adduced, accord with the sensiments quoted above, we leave it 
to Mr. Channing to show. ‘To us, we confess, they have very much 
the spvearance of a contradiction, and we hardly know how their re- 
pugnance can be dene away. 

' str. Channing admits p.27. that the Apostles pronounced a curse upon 
tii: ‘ abettors of another gospel.” Bui let us not forget” he adds, 
«¢ that the apostics were inspired men, capable of marking out with un- 
erring certainty, those, who substituted “ another gospel” for the true. 
Show us their successors and we wiil cheerfully obey them.” The 
amount of this representation, and there is much to the same purpose 
to be found in this and in his other publications, is, that no uninspired 
man can know with entire certainty what the true dectrines of the 
gospel are, and that no one else has a right to pronounce wilh assur- 
ance, who are guilly of substituting error in the room of the pure pria- 
ciples of christianity. ‘Those, who profess strong confidence in the 
correctness of their religious opinions are,in Mr. Channing’s view, 
chargeable with advancing arrogant and presumptuous claims to infal- 
libility. The consequences, as it regards the value of divine reveia- 
tion and as it respects the grand Protestant principle, that the scrip- 
tures are an adequate rule of faith and practice, are well puinted out by 
Dr. Worcester, and his sentiments are fortified by a clear and pithy 
quotation fiom Chilliugworth. We should be glad to quote more 
largely here, than is in our power. 

Is it however so, that no uninspired man can know, nor has a right to judge 
what the true gospel of Christ is? For what purpose then were the apostles anc 
the prophets before them inspired? Was it merely for their own benefit? orat 
most for theirs, and the benefit of others of their own times ? For what purpose 
th n were the revelations which were communicated to them, committed to wri- 
ting, and transmitted with so much care to succeeding generations? Of what use 
are the scriptures, if no uninspired man can know with any certainty what are 
the doctrines contained in them? 

The Unitarian system, as set forth by Mr. Belsham, is clearly opposite, in ev. 
ery essential port, to the orthodox system. Yet no ummnspired man has a right 
to determine, which of these two opposite systems is the true gospel; no one has 
a right to pronounce either of them false ! And, therefore, the believers in either 
of them have no right te separate from the b:lievers in the other'!—If it be re- 
‘ally so, then Jet us hear no more of the great Protestant principle, that the scrip. 
tures are a sufficient rule of faith; for instead of being a sufficient rule, they are 
no rule at all. © They do not enable or warrant us to decide between two sys 
tems, fundamentally and diametrically opposite, which is t: ue, or whether both 
of them are false. What the gospel of Christ is, no uninspired man can tell. 

pp- 92, 53. 
Mr. Channing asserts p. 27, that the character of those against 
whom the apostolic anathema was directed, was materially diflerent 
from that of those from whom the orthodox contend fur a separation. 


« they,” he says, “ were men, who knew distinctly what the aposties | 


taught and yet opposed it.” 'Vhis we apprehend to be gratuitously said. 
{t is a groundless assumption, that they knew clearly what the apos- 























4215. Review. 357 


iles taught, were convinced of their divine inspiration, and still reject- 


ed their instructions and withstood their a: thor: y: We doubt not, 
that they were able to allege in their own behalf preteaces, perhaps as 
plausible as Mr. Channing and his frieuds cana advance in favor of 
themselves. 

Mr. Chanuing, p. 19, exhibits the Unitarians as not wanting in as- 
surance. “ Lhey” he says * always declare, that scripture with one 
voice disowns the doctrine of the Lriity, and that of all the fictions 
of theologians, the doctrine of three persons iu the one Ged has per- 
haps the least countenance from the Bible.” = He himself in a note 
pn. 46, asserts, tirat “ Unitarianism, besides being directly affirmed in 
particular passages, runs through the whole scriptures, appears on 
the whole current of sentiment and tan guage in the old and new ‘Tes- 
tament.” Now, Mr. Chaninng cannot make good this assertion except 
by having recourse to a disingenuous subterfuge. In what passage, we 
would fain know, is the doctrine of tue ‘Trinity disowned? In what 
particular passages, is Unitarianism directly aflirmed ? In what pas- 
sage is it declared, that there is but one person in the Godhead? In 
what passage is it annouuced, that the one God whom Trintarians ac- 
knowledge and adore, is in 50 sense three?) ‘The passages, which, in 
opposition to poly theis sm, establish the unity of God, which Trintari- 
ans firmly believe, are nothing to the purpose For, they contend, 
that their sentiments are not at all inconsisteut with the divine unity.— 
Mr. Chasning’s declaration, in the sense, in which his readers would 
of course understand it, that “* Unitarianism,” in opposition to Trin- 
tarianism, “ is expressly affirmed in particular passages, runs through 
ihe whole scriptures, appears on the whole current of sentiment and 
Janguage in the old and new Testament” is untrue. ‘io make such an 
assertion, as Dr. Worcester observes, “is practising as an honest man 
should be very cautious of doing.” ‘The divine dignity of Christ and 
tie personality, and of course the reai deity of the Holy Spirit, one 
would think had evidence enough in their favor to repress such bold 
affirmations as that of M fr Channing. ‘he any consistent opinion 


respecting the Saviour, is, inour view. clearly that of the orthodox. 
Their sentiments alone can reconcile those seemlu; gly repugnant texts, 
on which Arians and Socinians buila their respec ive systems. "he 
one class, from passages, which ascribe divine titles, attributes, works 
and honors to Christ are prom pted to assign him a super-angelic rank. 
The other class, sensible that a super-ange ' iniciligence, occupying 
a human form, could not be truly a man, an t findius Christ denomina- 
ted a man, strictly a partaker of human nature, have set aside the 
texts, which ascribe to him a more exalted character and have ventur- 
ed to pronounce fim nothing more than aman. ‘he only scheme, by 
which these apparently opposite passages are shown to be accordant 
is that ofthe orthedox. For ourselves, we have no hesitation in de- 
claving, that, were there, which, however, is fae from being the fact 


Viti 


, DO 
other passages in 5 of the doctrine of the Trinity, than the form 
of baptism, which the Saviour prescribed, aud the terms of the apos- 
tolic benediction, prononneed by St. Panl, we should be utterly una- 
ble satisiactorily to obviate them and to disnrove the doctrine. Bap- 
iism is certain!y-one of the most solemn ottices of ‘religion. [t is clear- 
ly a rite, by which the individual, to whom it is adimistercd, is desig 
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pated as the votary and is consecrated to the service of the Sacred 
Three, in whose name he is baptised. But, what canbe imagined 
more shockingly absurd, and one might perhaps be warranted in say- 
ing more grossly profane, than thus, in one of the most sacred and sol- 
emp duties of religion, to combine, with the Supreme Creator, a man, 
or, at best, a creatore, and a non-entity, simply a divine energy, mere- 
ly a mode of divine operation, as worthy alike ofhonor? We can con- 
ceive no ground,on which, if Unitarians, we should feel warranted to a- 
dopt the form of baptism, which our Lord has enjoined. St. Paul’s 
apostolic bevediction is not less indefensible, on Unitarian principles. 
i‘he charity, for which Mr. Channing contends so earnestly is a 
charity, which, in its highest consummation, may characterize, the in- 
fiicl, the sceptic, and the libertine. | It is a charity, for which these 
several classes, have clamored as loudly as Mr. Channing himself, and 
for the waat of which they have deno&nced. christians as actuated by 
a bigotted, illiberal aud persecuting spirit, iv terms of the most violent 
reproach and invective. But, if they could have been told, that their 
opinions, although esteemed untrue, were absolved from all suspicion 
of a vicious origin, or a fatal tendency, they might have warmly com- 
mended christians, as extremely charitable and well-meaning charac- 
ters, while, however, they despised their understandings and »:egarded 
their delusion with disdainful pity.  Itisa charity which secures 
eace by the sacrifice of principle, aod which, instead of aiming to con- 
vert him that errs from the truth, confirms him in his unsound opinions 
by teaching him, that they militate notin the least against. his chris- 
tian character; and, by adding confidence to his sentiments, it is adapt- 
ed to the mischievons purpose ‘of encouraging him in pursuing the rep- 
rebensible course, to which those sentiments may incite. It is certain- 
ly avery questionable species of kindness to allow a man to cherish a 
dangerous delusion till the fatal. consequences of his error open his 
eyes, but open them ouly to show him, that he is undone. 

Mr. Channing’s publications savour more of almost any thing, than 
of the meekness of nisdom. A very prominent object with him, at 
least apparently, is to strengthen popular prejudice and to inflame 
popular passion. ‘I’e accomplish this purpose, he is liberal in charge 
ing a spirit of keen and relentiess persecution upon those, who adopt 
and maintain the opinion, that duty imperiously demands of the ortho- 
dox a renunciation of fellowship with Unitarians. He freely casts 
upon Calvinism and Calvinists the imputation of intolerance and ma- 
lignity. “ Some of their number,” Calvinists, “ seem to love none of 
the principles of Geneva so well as those, which lighted the flames 
for Servetus.” “ Persecution has given up its halter and fagot, but it 
breathes venom from its lips aud secretly blasts what it cannot openly 
destroy ” “ Of all worldly blessings. an honest reputation is to many 
of us the mest precious and he who robs ue of it, ts the most injurious 
of mankind and among the worst of persecutors. Let not the friends 
of denunciation attempt to escape this charge, by pleading their sense 
of duty, and their sincere desire to promote the cause of truth. St. 
Dominic was equally sincere, when he }uilt the inquisition.” Others 
{ndicate the same spirit with Mr. Channing. The Layman says, 
‘¢ their master,” Calvin, “ would never suffer any ove te question his 
aloctrines under pain ofthe fagot. Hig disciples in this country, and 
in this alone. retain the same spirit.” These gentlemen ought to be 








thority of Calvig te that of Christ, a representation, which the Lay 
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aware that others, besides the orthodox and Calvinists, allowing them 
to have been guilty, have not been without smmupon this subject. “ The 
Arians,” says Milner, ‘“ must bear the infamy of being the first, wo 
secularized the discipline of the church.” Aud they drenched the 
Roman empire with the blood of their opponents. Socinus was acces- 
sary to tne guilt of immuring Francis Davidisin prison, where he 
perished. ‘The most unrelenting persecutors in Englaud, since the 
Reformation was firmly established, were most decided enemies. of 
Caivinism. Most of the pampiiets before us, in favor of _ the liberal 
party, manifest, in an extreme Geyree, a violent, rancorous and vindic- 
tive temper. ‘I'hey are adapted to the object, and we presume have 
not proved ineffectual, of exasperating the feelings of the multitude 
agaist the adherents of the pure dectrines of the Gospel. If the ore 
thodox have denounced Mr. Channing and his party, he certainly has 
hurled back the denunciation in terms of the most severe and acri- 
monious reproach. But, what isthe amount of the persecution, ta 
which Mr. Channing and his friends have been subjected ? It is simply 
a declaration on the part of some of the advocates of orthodoxy, that 
certain principles, which he must allow have been embraced, are, ia 
their view, unscriptural and dangerous, and that it is a demand of du- 
ty which cannot be avoided, that fellowship should no longer be extend- 
ed to those, who adoptthem. If this be persecution, we know not what 
does not deserve that odious character, and may not be justly stigma- 
tized with that reproachful appellation. . 

‘he pieces of Amana evince, in the main, correct religious opin- 
ions and a proper spirit, and they contain valuable remarks. But, 
we presume, that no great importance has been attached to them, by 
either of the parties to the controversy, which gave them birth.— 
The Letters of Mr. Hervey furnish a valuable and as we view it, a 
satisfactory vindication of the personal character and of the actual 
divivity of the Holy Spirit. 

ihe Layman, Author of “ Cursory Remarks,” should remember, 
that the character of the Savior is not to be learned from a selection 
ef a particular class of passages of scripture, but from a full and care-. 
ful comparison of different portions of the inspired volume. ‘lhere 
are texts, we readily admit, which speak of Christ as a man, and there 
are others, which decidedly ascribe to him the glories of divivity.— 
‘he orthodox sentiments and those only, do away all the semblance 
of contradiction between these different passages. Notwithstanding 
the Layman’s opiuion, that it admits a different translation, we are 
decidedly of the opinion, that no scholar would think of giving the 
text in Philipians, who being, in the form of God thought ut not robbery 
to be equal with God, a different rendering trom that in the received 
version, unless urged to it by a stroug attachment and a determined 
adherence to asystem, on which, in its present form, it bears pecul- 
larly hard. 

The pamphiet, * Are you a Christian ora Calvinist, or Do you pre- 
fer the authority of Christ to that of the Genevan Reformer,” is, in its 
very title, alibel. It implies that Calvinists are not Christians, and 
intimates too distinctly to be misunderstood, that they prefer the au- 
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man, superficial as lis theological knowledge appears to be, could rot 
but have kuown to be utterly devoid of truth. The calumuy con- 
tained in the title page is afterwards repeated. “ The orthodox be- 
lieve in Calvin and the Westminster Assembly ; the liberal Chris- 
tians in Christ and his aposties. ‘The former are Calvinists—the lat- 
ter Christians.” “ We ail know the loity ground, upon which the 
Calvinists maintain their doctrines, and we equally know the weak- 
ness of that foundation. Itrests upon what they are pleased to cal! 
the authority of councils and assemblies.” Nothing can be more 
groundless than the suggestion, that the orthodox set aside or underval- 
ue the authority of scripture. ‘io the sacred volume they steadily 
and confidently make their appeal, aud by its simple testimouy, its une 
sophisticated meaping they are ever ready to abide. In various pla- 
ces, in the course of iis remarks, the Layman sets truth aad decency 
alike at defiance. But, it must be labor thrown away to endeavor 
to expose his errors and misrepresentations, torefute his rant and his 
aspersions, or to subject to merited censure his gress violations of de- 
corum. ‘I'he liberal party themselves, as we have been informed, are 
ashamed of his work, so weak and reprehensible is its character.— 
Yet this is the man, whose egregious vanity led him to imagine, that 
his pamphlet would go cown to “ posterity” as an important “* docu- 
ment” respect ng this controversy. 

We pretend not in behalf of the Panoplist Review, of Dr. Worces- 
ter, or ourselves, that no phrascology has been employed, which might 
not advantageously have been modified, or that ne feelings have been 
manifested, which it would not have beeu more cousonant with the im- 

yuise of a christian spirit to have suppressed. But, the catse, for 
which they and we have contended is, we doubt not, the cause of chris« 
tian truth, of vital gocliness, aud of human virtue and happiness. Uni- 
tarianism embraces many of the worst errors of some of the grossest 
perversions of the Gospel. It has been proved, by frequent and ample 
experiment, to act with a deadly effect upon the religion aud, by des 
grees, upon the morals of mankind. ‘I'he piety, which it inculcates is 
not the piety of the Gospel. Instead of the humble, affectionate and 
conscientious temper of the true disciple of Christ, the spirit, which it 
generates is frigid, self-confident and, to no slight degree, latitudinari- 
an. We have no fears, that it is anerror, which will ever be general- 
ly prevalent. But, numbers may be its dupes and its victims, ‘T'o 
prevent effects so deplorable hasbeen our aim. Joyful would be the 
persuasion could we know, that our efforts, in a solitary instance, had 
been successful, and had saved a single mind from being corrupted and 

ndone. For, strong is our apprehension, that those, who fix theirfeter- 
nal hopes on the basis, which Unitarianism prescribes, will at iast be 
found resting upon the sand; and thatthose, who degrade the Savior and 
rob him of his glory, as that error dictates, will possess a spirit, at war 
with the temper and worship of heaven, a spirit unfitiing them to join 
the ten thousand times ten thcusand around the throne of God, in their 
song of adorationand joy; Worthy ts the Lamb that was s/am te re- 
ccive power, and riches, and nisdom, and strength, and henor, and glory 
and blessing. 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE LONDON MISSTONARY SOCTETY, AT 
THEIR TWENTY-FIRST GENERAL MEETING, MAY I1, 1815. 


“THE SAVIOR OF THE woRLp,” intending that the benefits of Rcdempe 
tion should be extended to sinners of every nation, enjoined his disciples, with 
his parting breath, to ** go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” But yet, after the lapse of almost eighteen centuries, there remain 
countries of vast extent, the numerous millions of whose inhabitants are in the 
same wretched state of ignorance and vice as when the Apostolic commission 
was given. It is not our business, at — to inquire into the cause of this 
deplorable fact, but it is our bounden duty, as the disciples of Christ, and the 
friends of man, to use our best endeavors for the further propagation of the 
Gospel, and to extend as widely as possible the inestimable blessings of revelae 
tion to allthe human race. This is the sole object of the Missionary Society, in 
pursuit of which it has been incessantly laboring fur twenty years; and we are 
now once more assembled to take a view of our proceedings, and to adopt the 
best measures we can devise to promote the future prosperity of the Institution. 

The directors, honored with your confidence by being entrusted with the 
management of your affairs for the past year, will now, according to annual cuse 
tom, present a brief account of their proceedings during that period. 

SoctETy ISLANDS IN THE SOUTH SEA.—The information respecting the 
happy change of affairs ia the Otaheitean mission, which the Directers had the 
pleasure to announce in the last Report, has been abundantly confirmed by let+ 
ters of subsequent date. The brethren, in a letter dated Eimeo, 23d of April, 
1814, observe, that tley are now able to change the language of complaint for 
that of gladness ; they state that the good work of conversion appeared to be 
going forward ; and that the number of those who had renounced their idols, 
and desired to be considered as the worshippers of Jehovah, amounted to Fir. 
ty. They report that these persons are, in general, regular in their attendance 
on the means of instruction ; that they are in the habit of retirement for secret 
prayer; that many of them pray in their families, and ask a blessing on their 
food ; that they carefully observe the Sabbath, associate to hold meetings for 
prayer, and that their moral conduct is greatly improved. Some of them appear 
to have experienced an inward change, evinced by their loving what once they 
hated, and hating the evi] ways which once they loved 5 that they are desirous 
of having their sins pardoned, and their hearts renewed; and that they seem to 
be sensible of the need of Divine influence to effect this. They add, that in 
consequence of this profession, their neighbors deride them, and distinguish 
them by the name of Buree Atua—“ the praying people.” In this pleasing in- 
telligence every member of the Society will doubtless rejoice, and give glory te 
God. Hereafter, let no Missionary, in any age or country, however long his pa- 
tience may be tried, despair of final success. The word of God shall not return 
unto him void. 

As yet, the brethren have not left the island of Eimeo, to return to Otaheite, 
nor has King Pomarre recovered his sovereign authority ; but some persons of 
consequence in Otaheite are among the professed cenverts. A chief, named 
Upaparu, and his people, have removed from that island to Eimeo to enjoy the 
instructions of the Missionaries; and although he has been importuned by his 


_ friends to return to idolatry, he appears to be steady in his profession; he savg 


that his brother, Teirei, (another chief,) is like minded with himself, and that 
@ great number of the people are desirous of instruction, indeed, many of them, 
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although to their present disadvantage, have removed their residence to Eimeo. 
It is pleasing to notice among tiie converts Ma:upupa, who was a priest and a 
principal Areoi. 

Nor is this disposition to receive the Gospel confined te Eimeo or to Otaheite. 
Mr. Nott, accompanied by Mr. Hayward, took a voyage to Huabeine, Raiatea, 
and Taha, preaching to the natives wherever they could collect them together, 
and were much pleased with their steady and fixed attention. At Huaheine 
they met with a young chief, who bad been at Eimeo, who treated them kindly, 
and expressed a desire that Missionaries might be sent to his island. He pro- 
fesses himself'a Christian, has cast off his gods, and observes the Sabbath. In. 
tieed-“the gods,” says Mr. Nott, “have fallen into great disrepute, and the 
people ccruple not to call them bad spirits” —* foolish spirits,” while they ae 
knowledge Jehovah to be the “ Good Spirit.” 

The brethren are proceeding with the building of a small vessel, which, when 
completed, will enable them to visit other islands and greatly contribute to the 
extension of their usefulness. 

A circumstance of a singular nature has lately occurred ; Captain Sir Fhomas 
Staines, on the 7th of September. 1814, fell in with an island, which it is thousht 
must be that named Pitcairn’s, (or Incarnation, )}- where he found forty persons, 
all of whom could speak English, and who proved to be the descendants of part 

-of the crew of the Bounty, who mutined in the year 1796, and who took the ship 
to this island, where it‘was destroyed. The people had never seen a vessel since 
that time, except the American ship ‘Fopaz, Captain Folger, who touched there 
about six years ago. The people are reported to be moral and religiously in- 
clined, and are under the instruction of an old man, named John Adams, the on- 
ly surviver of the mutineers. The Directors of the Society will consider what 
can be done for the spiritual benefit of these people, at present cut off from all 
intercourse with society. 

The Missionaries at Otaheite have very laudably engaged in translating a por- 
tien of the Seriptures into the language of the natives, which they have printed 
at Port Jackson for dipersion among the islanders. 

The pleasing change which has taken place in the South Sea missions, and the 
earnest request of the Missionaries, induced the Directors to determine on send- 
ing additional laborers to promote the promising work.—Two brethren Messrs. 
Shreikeld and Ellis, with their wives, are nearly ready toembark; but it is 
judged expedient to detain them a short time, till they can be joined by two 
others. The brethren who are going are acquainted with some useful arts, par- 
ticularly with printing and gardening, together with some knowledge of medi- 
cine, and will be able, when they arrive at Otaheite, te print whatever may be 
wanted for the use of the mission, as well as to promote other branches ot civil. 
ization. 

And here it may not be improper to note, that some of the brethren who many 
years ago left the mission at Otaheite, and settled in New-Holland, have been 
very useful in furthering the cause of religion in that grewing colony, either by 
preaching the Gospel statedly, or by keeping schools. _ It is pleasing to notice 
the establishmert of a Philanthropic Society for the protection of strangers from 
the islands. And Mr. Shelly, formerly our Missionary, has presented the Gove 
ernor of New South Wales, (a gentleman who promotes every good work, and 
to whom our grateful acknowledgments are due,) a memorial on the subject of 
civilizing the natives, which his exceliency has forwarded to England for the 
consideration of his Majesty’s Government. In the mean time, Mr. Shelly is 
encouraged by Governor Macquarie to use his best endeavors for that desirable 
purpose. 

Java.—The three foreign brethren, the Rev. Messrs Kam, Supper, and Blucks 
ner, who embarked for Java at the close of the year 1813, arrived at Batavia on 


the 26th of May, 1814. They were most kindly received by Rev. Dr. Ross, the } 


venerable Dutch minister of the city, and introduced by him to bis Excellency 
Governor Raffles, who treated them in the most polite and condescending man- 
ner, and they had the pleasure of witnessing, soon afigr their arrival, in the Gov: 
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ernor’s house, the establishment of an Auxiliary Bible Society, of which Mr. 
Supper, one of the Missionaries, was appointed foreign Secretary. 

Dr. Ross lost no time is disposing of the brethren, so that they might be use¢s 
fully employed. Mr. Kam was directed.to Amboyna to officiate at the Dutch 
church, while he is engaged in learning the Malay language, there being a con- 
gregation in that island which understands no other tengue. Part of the island 
is inhabited by Chinese. | 

Mr Biuckner, another of the Missionaries, is appointed minister of Saramang, 
Mr. Montanus, the furmer minister, being incapacitated for labor by age. Mr. 
Bluckner will bere apply himself to the language of the country. 

Mr. Supper was earnestly requested by Dr. Ross to become his colleague in 
the church, there being far more ministerial duty than one minister is able to 
pertorm.— Mr, Supper’s appeintment, as well as that of the other brethren, was 
cordially approved by the Governor, who shewed hims«lf perfectly ready to for- 
ward the views of the Society. Mr. Robinson, a Baptist Missionary, of whom 
our brethren speak very respectfully, preaches every Sunday afternoon in the 
same church, m the Malay language. 

The field of labor in Batavia, and throughout the island ef Java, is exceed- 
ing!yv large : “ Qur number,” say the present. Missionaries, ** is like the dust of 
the balance ;”? and they earnestly wish that more laborers may be seat to their 
assistaice. 

fie Society cannot but rejoice in these favorable events. The safety of their 
vovagze, their friendly reception, and their appoimtinents to useful slations, im 
whicli they may exercise their ministry, while preparing for their special work 
among ube Heathen, cull for our devout thanksgivings, 

MAURITIUS, OR ISLE OF FRANCeE.—Mr. Le Braun, who arrived at the 
Isle of france, in July last, was received by his Excellency Governor Farquhar, 
in a friendly manner, and the Society is much indebted to that gentleman tor his 
kindness shewu to our Missionaries. Soon after bis arrival, Mr. Le Brun was 
permitted to announce in the Government Gazette, lis intention of establishing 
a school for the instruction of those children among the French whose parents 
could not afford the means of education. He has since commenced a Sunday 
school, for the children of both sexes, at different hours of the day, when sever- 
al of the parents attend, and seem pleased, especially in joiming to sing the 
French bymns, which were furnished to Mr. Le Brun at the Society’s expenses 
Mr. Le Brun takes every opportanity of circulating the Scriptures and Tracts, 
with which he was also plentifully supplied. 

We must not omit to mention, that some pious sod ers of the 72d regiment 
have voluntarily contributed 35é. to the funds of this Society, which the Direc. 
tors acknowledge with peculiar pleasure, as a proof of their commendable zeai 
to impart to their feLiew-men the blessings of the gospel which they have jearn- 
ed to prize, 

The Governor having expressed his earnest desire to promote a mission to 
the island of Madagascar, the Directors have resolved to comnence that work 
a$ soon as proper mMstruments can be obtained, with which they liope sour to be 
furnished. 

CHina —The Directors have received during the list year a number of 
printed copies of the New Testament, translated by Mer. Morrison into the 
Cuinese language. With inexpressiole delight they view tnese fruits of his 
successful labors, and humbly anticipate fron their dispersion the most ben- 
eficialresults, itatlords a gratification ofno ordinary Kind, that the Ho! 
Sook on which our eternal hupes are founded, is, by their laborious Missionary, 
transiated mito a language which may be read by hundreds of millions in Caina 
end other countries—perhaps by more than one third of the human rate, 

Dae important business of distributing ihis sacred © lume has occupied 
the serious attention, both of Mr. Morrison, and Mr. Miln:, who have nege 
lscied nu opportunny of Ziving it an extensive Cireulauicn. 

Besid-s orig 2,040 copies of the New Vestaienui, ure Morrison has 
Printed 15,009 copies of tts Uh nese Tract, and 3000 copies of his Ciinese 


PCatecuisin, wulail tucse Cupies, however numerous, are very few, compared 
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with the population of China. ‘“* The city of Canton.” says Mr. Milne, “would 
be but indifferently supplied with a midijon of copies? But we have already 
gone much beyond our funds ; and had it not been fora firm reliance on the 
liberality of the churches at home, we must have been contented with half 
the number (of catechisms and tracts.) Wecannot go a single step further, 
nor print a single cupy more, unless more aid be afforded. This is the fact, 
and I hope #t will plead more strongly than ten thousand entreaties witb the 
Christian publie ” 

Mr. Milne not being permitted, through the intolerance of the Romish clee- 
gy, toreside at Macao, determined to take a voyage on purpose to distribute 
the New Testament and Tracts. He left China in February 1814, in a vessel 
which conveyed nearly 500 Chineseemigrants, and he had the pleasure of see- 
ing many of them, while on board, reading, in their own tongue, the wonderful 
works of God. He touched at the island of Banea, a new settlement, where 
the Chinese were landed, and to which it is probable that mapy more of the 
Chinese will emigrate, where, by permission of the Commanding Officer, he 
distributed his books, and where, he thinks, a missionary station may be ad- 
ventageously fixcd. 

He arrived at Batavia, March the 16th, where he was most kindly received 
by Governor Raffles, who afforded him every assistance inhis power. Here’ 
he distributed several hundred copies of the New Testament, with some cop-| 
ies of the first chapter of Genesis, which he printed on his voyage. He also) 
supplied eight Chinese schools with catechisms snd tracts, and had the pleas-| 
ure of seeing them used as school-books by the children. He even deposited) 
three copies of the Gospel in the temple of the goddess Kwan-yun, for the use 
of the priests, and also made arrangements for sending others to Banjermasen, 
Pontiano, and Sambas, on the island of Borneo=-Mr. Milne made a tour of 
fourteen hundred miles through the island of Java, in which he bad an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with many Dutch Christians. who had long been desti- 
tute of the means of grace. Through the recommendation Of the worthy Gov- 
ernor, he was every where received by the British Officers, both civil and mil. 
itary, and by all other persons, with the warmest hospitality. The Ciunese| 
of all ranks, and in every place received the books gladly, and listened with pa: 
‘tience to his discourses concerning the true God. In sbort, he had abundant 
cause to be satisfied with his journey Such, indeed, was the friendship with 
whick the Chinese treated him, and so great was the confidence thatahey pla- 
ced in him (calling him Padr¢ Tjina—* The minister of the Chinese’) that he 
was strongly importuned tocontinue in Java,and establish a Chinese Mission} 
there ; but important reasons induced him to deeline this proposal, in order to! 
re-join Mr. Morrison at Canton. After his departure we are informed, “ that 
the Chinese in Batavia were enquiring after him, and expressing a strong desire 
that he would return, and explain to them the book he had given them; de- 
elaring that they could find no rest in their minds day nor night.” 

The last letter received from Mr. Milne, was dated Batavia, the 4th of Aue 
gust, 1814, on which cay he was to embark for Malacca, where he designed to 
pursue the same plan ; and from thence to return to China. 

While resident in Batavia, he composed and printed a farewell letter to the 
Chinese, in their own language, and it deserves remark, that this tract was fin- 
ished on the very day which completed a single year from his first beginning 
to learn the language—a fact which proves that the difficulty of acquiring the 
Chinese langnage is by no means insuperable; and, at the same time, does 
great credit to the talents and assiduity of our missionary, Who appears to be se 
well qualified to be the colleague of Mr. Morrison. : 

Mr. Morrison's continuence at Canton or Macao seems tobe very uncertain. 
If bis health should not render it necessary to take a voyage, other circumstan- 
ces may, perhaps, induce him to remove to Malacca—a station which he has 
long considered as peculiarly favorable to the advancement of the Chinese Mis- 
sion, and to the more extensive diffusion of evangelical truth in the immense 
regions of India beyond the Ganges. To forward his pious design, the Diree-_ 
tors have dispatched Mr. Thomsen to Java, with a view to his proceeding to) 
Malacca, under the direction of Mr. Morrison and Mr. Milne, 
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Inp1a-—We now beg leave to call your attention to that important and in- 
teresting part of the world, in which more than a@ hundred millions of souls are 
covered with the shadow of death, devoted to a degrading system of paganism, 
or the blind bigotry of Manomedanism,a large proportion of whom are our 
fellow-subjects. 

Our missionaries in several parts of India, are proceeding in their arduous 
work with steady diligence, and gradual suecess; all complaining, however, 
that while the harvest field around them is so immense, the laborers are so cX- 
tremely few. The Directors have felt the strongest anxiety to supply this difi- 
ciency as soon as proper instruments can be obtained. They have recently sent 
out Mr. Dawson to assist the brethren at Vizagapatam, and they hope, ere 
long, to add several more to their number. 

Mapras.—At this Presidency, Mr, Loveless continues to preach at the chap- 
el in the Biack Town, twice on the Lord’s-days and on the Wednesday eve- 
nings. A small church has also been formed. His own school consists of 
forty children or more, including boarders and day scholars. He also intends 
to build a new school-room, on the ground adjoining to his chapel, for the ed- 
ucation of poor destitute children, descendants of Portuguese and other Euro- 
peans. This is to be formedon the British plan, A few of Mr. Loveless’s pious 
friends have formed themselves into a society called “ The Missionary Friend 
Society,” which has already traismitted to us the sum of twenty-eight pago- 
das. Mr. Loveless earnestly recommends the sending out additional loborers 
to Madras, which is certainly, on many accounts,a most important station ; 
and the Directors hope soon to be enabled to comply with his request ; in which 
case, it is probable that the number of native schools may be greatly increased, 
the superintendance of which would be an employment for which Mr. Loveless 
is well qualified, and in which he would greatly delight. The Directors will 
gladly promote this important object. 

ViZAGAPATAM.—Mr, Gordon and Mr. Pritchett are proceeding as quickly 
as their other labors will permit, in the important work of translating the 
Scriptures into the Telinga language, which is understood by many millions of 
the natives, through a great extent of country. ‘This labor becomes gradually 
more easy to them, from their more familiar acquaintance withthe language, 
and their daily conversation with the natives. ‘They have lately translated the 
book of the Acts, St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, the first Epistle of St. 
John, and the Book of Genesis, which, after careful and repeated correction 
will be printed. The Telinga gospels, translated by their excellent and lamen- 
ted predecessors Cran and Vesgranges, they distribute wherever they have an 
opportunity ; sometimes to persons of distinction, and to the Brahmins, with 
whom they freely converse, endeavoring to convince them of the adsurdity of 
their religious notions and practices. These men are, in general, blindly at- 
tached to their superstitions; yet they are sometimes silenced, and confounded 
before the people, who seem delighted to behold their confusion. Our Mis- 
sionaries have made frequent visits to the heathen temples, at the festival sea- 
sons, and expose the folly of worshipping senseless idols, which the people 
sometimes readily admit, but plead in excuse their ignorance, and the authority 
of antiquity ; many whio are apparently convinced of the truth of Christianity, 
are too feeble minded to avow their convictions in the face of shame and want. 
There is reason, however, to believe, that the truth is secretly making its way ; 
that the minds of the people are roused to serious considerations; and that 
many of the detestable practices af Hindoo pagans are retiring before the light 
of the gospel. In Bengal tewer widows than formerly are now immolated on 
the funeral piles of their husbands, and only one victim perished under the 
wheels of the Juggernaut at the last festival. 

The brethren continue to preach to our countrymen at the settlement; and 
to make frequent excursions into the populous villages of the heathen in the 
neighborhood ; in which, assisted by the converted Brahmin Anandarayer, who 
continues taithful and diligent, they read a portion of the Scriptures, and ex- 
plain its after which they converse freely with the people, and answer their ob- 
jeetions. 
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Much good is likely to be effected by the two schools in this place, eonduct- 
ed by our Missionaries. Jn August last they had in their Gentoo school sixty 
native children on their book, about forty of whom daily attend. These are all 
instructed in Christian doctrine, and some appear to be convinced of its truth. 
They hope soon to establish another school at Allapooram, a populous village 
in their vicinity ; and they speak with great pleasure of a Sunday school at 
Chicacole, supported by a pious lady, who employs a number of young people in 
a tambour manufactory, and who takes care tg have them instructed in the 
knowledge of the gospel, 

Ganyam.—The Society will recollect, that Mr. Lee, formerly at Viza- 
gapatam, removed about two years ago to Ganjam, a populous town on the Oris- 
ga coast, with a pleasing prospect ofusefulness, especialiy as he obtained the 
appointment of officiating chaplain to the settlement. A church has been 
built for him, and acengregation of about 100 persons attend with great serious 
ness. He has erected a school house for native children, which he hopes will 
greatly facilitate the introduction of the knowledge of the Scriptures. He is 
proceeding in his translation of the Old Testament ; he has also translated Dr. 
Watt’s First Catechism, a spelling book for children, anc Bishop Wilson’s 
book written for the instruction of the North American Indians. He expresses 
a strong desire that a feliow-laborer, who should apply himself to the Odea 
language, may speedily be sent out, as the Orissa country adjacent presents a 
wide field of usefulness. The Directors, however, have not yet been able te 
comply with his request, but it will doubtless be kept inview. Mr. Lee has 
received an invitation to another large town, where he would be supported 
without expense to the Society, but his removal is not expedient, unless bis 
present station can be supplied by another Missionary. We are sorry to find 
that his endeavors to instruct the natives have been restricted by authority ¢ 
but that impediment will certainly be removed, as soon as the late proceedings 
ef our Government are Known. He has distributed a great number of tLe 
gospels in the Telinga, most of which were applied for: this affordeda fa- 
vorable oppertunity to Mr. Lee of speaking to the people on their important 
contents. 

CurnsursAn.—By fetters received from Mr. May, since the last annnal meet- 
jug, we find that he is laboring diligently in his favorite employment of instruct- 
ing childien ; and he appears to have made censiderable improvements in the 
rvode of conducting bisschools He mestions three schools now under his 
care :—1. Tne Wative Free School in Chinsurah, containing 110 children, 
chiefly ¢f Hinduos, and a few of Mussulmans. This school is divided into 
nine classes, seven of Bengatlee, and twoot English ; in the upper Class are six 
young Bralinins, three of whom are monitors..—2. Tre Crinderraz ore School, 
contuumng 51 children.—<. The Chinswrah Free School. conlainmy €0u0.s, 
and seventecn girls; in all, 218 chiidven- Aboui SU natives have visit.d 
the school, as well as many European gentlemen, most of whom have expressed 
their Watt approbation of his plans, and then adauration of the order and in 
provement ot he children. Li is prot. bie that Mir. May *5 usetul methods ot id= 
struction, When fully matured, will be adopied in other populous towns of Bene 
gal. Mr. May continues also to study the language of the country, and te 
preach the guspeion Sunday evenmiygs im che town, 
 BeLBHARY.—Levters received fio.w Mer tlands baye been verv satisfactory. 
He has, miceed, been at times very ill,and we fear that his constitution has 
sufteicd u uch fem thecthboate s but he laters to the utmost ot his power, in 
preaching, Lrandsiatinis, Superintending sehovis, and in dist iuling th- sacred 
yeriptures ainons the Heathen. litness has prevented his making that pro- 
eres i) the transition of the New Testament mito the Canara language which 
be earnestly Wintec d, but the gospels of St. Mutthew and St, Luke aie, betore 
this ibe, fished tor the press. 

Tiere ave three selicurs under the care of Mr, Bands ; onein his owr 
house, tur b: ardeis and day scholars; another, butlt at the end of ais garden, 
for Ure Native children, of whom abont 40 dsily read the New Testament :n the 
‘clinga and Cauala languages: Lehas a turd schoul “inthe Fort. m whack, 
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when a European regiment is there, 80 children or more, reeeive Christian in- 
struction.—‘ Some of these children,’’ savs Mr. Hands, “ afford me great hope 
that God is beginning to work upon their hearts. Some of them voluntarily 
Jearn from three to six chapters or psalms every week, besides hymns. Thus, 
a number of peor children, who a short time ago were more ignorant, wretched, 
and depraved than the Heathen, have acquired a large portion of valuable Knowl. 
edg«, and promise to become blessings to the world andto the church of 
Christ. Many of the Hindoo children also are coming on very well; they are 
employed daily in reading, copying and committing to memory parts of the 
gospels.” He intends to commence another school ina large village in the 
neighbourhood ; and another in the mission garden, for children of more opu- 
Jent natives, and in which the most deserving of the children in the native school 
may have the privilege of learning English. 

My Hinds has been much assisted in his labours, especially in his school, 
by a Mr. Taylor, a native of Madras, nowour Missionary ; and lately, by an- 
other person, whe tor many years held the situation ofa catechist under a Cath 
olic priest. We is an intelligent and pious man, and goes into the surrounding 
villages, in each of which he continues five orsix days, distributes the gospels, 
and converses with the people. His name is Xavier. 

Mr. Hunds, like the rest of his brethren, earnestly desires additional help at 
Belhary; and points out a large town in the Mysore, a healthy place, a great 
military station, where the Canara language is spoken, and where there are ma- 
ny hundreds of Catholic Christians, who have long been without a priest. 

It uppears that God has greatly blessed his ministry among the poor, and to 
many of the soldiers, and as to “ the country-born peeple,” says a correspon. 
dent, ‘* (hey have become quite a different sort of beings from what they were 
before he settled among them.” The Directors are anxiously looking for an 
other Missionary or two, to assist Mr. Hands at Beihary and its vicinity, where 
there are such promising appearances. 

TravVANGoRE.—From Travancore little information has been received dur 
ing the past year. Mr. Ringletaube continues his labors among several congres 
gations, and, we hope, with a good degree of success. * 

Cey.ton.—By the last accounts received from Ceylon, the Missionaries ap- 
pear to be proceeding as before: Mr. Palm, who is minister of the Dutch church 
at Columbo, pays also some attention to the schools. Mr. Ehrhardt and Mr. 
Read are employed in the superintendance of schools in various districts. We 
rejoice in the zeal which has been manifested by the Columbo Bible Soeiety; 
who, while anxious to disperse among the natives the Holy Scriptures in their 
own tongues, express their “ regret at the very smalli: mber of teachers come 
petent to smooth the way toa general introduction of the sacred writings, by the 
impressive aid of oral instruction.” This ad, however, begins to be afforded by 
some other denominations of Christians, and the Missionary Society, it is hoped, 
will be able to supplv their quota to the much-needed assistance of this great 
and interesting island, 

Lascars, &c.—In connection with our Report of Missions in Asia, it may ba 
proper here tonotice the proceedings of a Committee in union with this Socie- 
ty, for the commendable purpose of communicating Christian knowledge to the 
Lascars and Chinese, who in large nuntbers visit this country, as navigators of 
vessels from the East. 

By the assistance of some of these foreigners, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Hutman, 
Mr. Eldred, and others, have attained such a knowiedge of the languages of In- 
dia and China, as to render them useful to many ; and not to foreigners only, but 
to some of our own Missionaries, by initiating them in the Hindoostanee, and 
Maylay tongues. Many of the Lascars have been induced to attend at different 
places of worship in London, and at the Society’s house, where the Scriptures 
fF have been read to them in their own languages. Portuguese and Mussulmans 
have also attended to read the Scriptures for themselves, and to hear Golam Jil. 
ley (a Lascar) read and explain the word of life. Of the conversion of thig 
man, the Committee have no doubt, and he will shortly be baptized. Another 
person, named «2bdallah, (formerly in the serviee ef Sir Gore Ousely, in Per 
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sia,) has been useful in teaching the Hindoostanee, Persic, and Arabic languages, 
and in reading the Scriptures in those tongues to his countrymen. Golam Al. 
ley and Abdallah have renounced Caste, and now dwell in the same house 
with Mr. Thompson. 

Many English, Portuguese, Bengallee, and Chinese tracts, which have been 
distributed, were received with peculiar pleasure by the China-men, Lascars and 
Portuguese, the latter of whom applied for and received some copies of the 
New-Testament, several of which have found their way on board of various ships 
returning to India. 

The Directors cannot but highly approve (as they are sure the whole Society 
will) of these zealous endeavors of their brethren, in behalf a set of hitherto 
despised, neglected, and oppressed people, who, it is hoped, will be sensible of 
their obligations to them, and reap spiritual advantage from their benevolent 
exertions. 





Arrica.—The intelligence received from South of Africa, during the past 
year, has been highly encouraging. The power of God has remarkably accompa- 
nied the preaching of the gospel, in four places especially ; and the holding of a 
Missionary Conference at Graat Reynet, with the ordination of six native preach- 
ers, are events which form a new era in the history cf South African churches. 

BETHELSDORP.—After the return of Mr. Read, Mr. Corner, and others from 
the conference at Graaf Reynet, in the month of August last, where their minds 
had been most deeply affected, a great revival of religion in Bethelsdorp took 
place. There was a general awakening of the people; and, in a short time, fifty 
persons added to the church, among whom was the son of a Caffre chief, who 
had resided at Bethe '.dorp several years, had been taught to read and write, 
and had learned the business of acarpenter. He had, however, till now, dis- 
covered no regard to serious religion, but was a ringleader of the young people 
in their follies. © The conversion of this youth made a deep impression on the 
minds of many, especially of his companions. Affecting scenes took place at 
some of their public meetings ; the greater part of the assembly being bathed in 
tears, and crying for mercy; while the believing Hcttentots wept for joy, on be. 
holding so many of the heathen turned from darkness to light, and added to the 
church of Christ. 

The Members of this Christian Society are now become exceedingly lively and 
zealous ; and lamenting their former negligence, proceed from house to house 
to instruct their neigbbots. The school also prospers greatly, so that there is a 
good attendance without any conrpulsion; and we are glad to hear, that the new 
or British system of education is introduced with good effect. From this revi- 
val at Bethelsdorp the happiest results may be anticipated, as Cupido and oth- 
er preachers are making frequent excursions in various directions, to spread 
abroad the knowledge of a Savior. 

THeoPo.is.—Tlais is a new station, situated in Albany, a few days journey 
north of Bethelsdorp. The spot was chosen, and the Jand was granted to the 
Missonary Society, by his Excellency Sir Jobn Criddock, late governor of the 
colony.—On account of its vicinity to Cafiraria, it promises to become, on the 
restoration of peace with the Caftres, one of the most important stations in Afri- 
ca. Mr. Vibrecht and Bartlett have resided here for some time, together with a 
number of the people from Be thelsdorp : they bave built their habitations on the 
bank of a river, and in the form of a square, each house having a garden behind 
jt; they have alsoerected a place of worship, and Mr. Ulbrecht has been ordain- 
ed pastor of the church. 

MissION TO THE BUSHMEN AT VANDERWALT’S FOUNTAIN.—This Sta- 
tion was determined upon before Mr. Campbell kitt Africa. Intimations having 
been given # the Bushmen, that teachers would be sent to that place, the ine 
telligence circulated so widely, and was so well received, that upwards of five 
hundred of them repaired to the spot, eagerly waiting the arrival of the promis- 
ed Missonary. This is the more remarkable, as the wild inhabitants, being thin- 
ly scattered over the country, seldom sppear together in any considerable num- 
ber, and it is doubied whether so many Bushmen were eyer before collected on 
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any oceasion. Mr. Smit had been requested to undertake this mission; but his 
appreliensions of danger had cansed hin: to pause, until hearing at the confer: 
ence that such a multitude of people expected him, he determined to venture 
among them. We hope God will graciously protect and bless him, and make 
his endeavors useful. This will prove a great b-nefit to the country; will de- 
prive the Bushmen of that savage ferocity by which they have been hitheito 
distinguished, and rconcile them to the white men, against whom they had a 
peculiar enmity; while it will greatly facilitate the journeys of Missionaries, 
and others, who have hitherto been obliged, for safety, to travel in large come 
panies. The conversion of the Bushmen will be a happy event for Africa. _ 

Gatqua rown; (Formerly called Klaar Water) Beyond the Greet or Or. 
ange River.—This is the must remote of all the Missionary Stations now occu- 
pied oy our Society in South Africa, For several vears after the arrival of the 
Missionaries, the people continued to lead a wandering kind of life; but at 
length they yielded to the intreaties of the Missionaries, and settled at Griqua 
Town, where some dwellings are erected, and a considerable extent of ground 
is cultivated.—Though some good progress had been made in civilization, yet 
few conversions had been observed fora long time; . but shortly after the visit 
of Mr. Campbell and Mr. Read a pleasing work of @od commenced, which is- 
sued in the conversion of about fifty of the Griquas, among whom were some of 
the worst people in the country; and now, the zeal both of the young converts, 
and of the older disciples (who had sunk into a Laodicean Spirit) is become 
conspicuous. _ The latter lament their former indolence, and regret that they 
attempted so little for the conversion of the Corannas and Bushmen; but they 
now wish by their activity to redeem the time that was lost. Mr. Anderson 
and Mr. Janz Dave begun to make regular visits to the out-posts, to preach the 
Gospcl to the natives, and their labors already appear to be blessed. 

It is pleasing to report, that four of the converted Griquas, men of approved 
rifts, were set apart, at the late conference, as preachers to instruct the natives 
in the region round about Griqua Town, and who, it may be hoped, will hereafe 
ter become pastors of Christian churchies. : 

Berhespa.—This is another new station, situated on the Great River, 
about mid-way between Griqua Town, and the West Coast ; the people consist 
of Orlams, Corannas, and Bushmen, This place was visited by Mr. Campbell, 
who requested Mr, Saas and Mr. Helm to scttle atit. Some time after their 
arrival, they wrote a very discouraging letter to the Society, representing the 
extreme wickedness of the people, and the danger of residing among them, and 
intimating the probability of soon being obliged to leave the station. In ashort 
time, however, the aspect of affairs was happily changed, and their instructions 
produced the most blessed effects. Many were pierced to the heart with a sense 
of sin, and were constrained to cry, ‘‘ What shall we do to be saved?” Wher 
the last letter was written, about fifty of these people had professed their taith 
in Christ, and had been baptized. 

Pera, In South Namaquaiund,—For several years there had been no addi- 
tion to the church of Christ at this station; but during the last year a great ree 
vival has taken place. ‘The awakening was general among the poor Namaquas 
and in the course of two or three monihs, about fifty professed theu faith in 
Cirist, were baptized, and received into the church, aniong whom are their two 
iuterpreters and a Namqua chief, 

Mr, Schmelen has commenced a new mission at Klep’ (ar Stone) Fountain, in 
Great Namaqua-land, a little above the Great River. 

from the other missionary stations near the Cape, Stellenbosch, Tulbach, and 
4urebrach, no particular information has lately been received, but we have heard 
that at George, or Hooge Krall, the work of conversion 1s still going torward, 

When Mr. Campbell was in Africa, he recommended to the brethren, whose 
stations were widely separated, to hold a General Meeting, annually, at soe 
central place, that they might inform each other what God had wrougit by 
them; and what difficulties they found in their work; and gonfer om the’ best 

veans of promoting the cause of Christ in Africa, 
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Agrecably to this advice, the Missionaries held their first meeting at Graad 
Reynet, where Mr. Kicherer resides. This meeting has been the means of 
greatly edifying and animating the missionarics and their people ; the arrival of 
Mr. Anderson, with several of his converted paople, afforded the assembly great 
delight, and called forth songs of praise for the grace manifested to the poor 
Griquas. 

Another cheering scene was soon presented. Six converted natives, Griquas 
and Hottentots, were solemnly designated as assistant preachers of the Gospel ; 
—their names are, Berend, Jan Hendrick, Andries Waterboer, Peter David, Jan 
Goedman, and Cupido. On the next day Waterboer preached on Acts xvii. 33, 
51, the first sermon, probably, ever delivered by a Lfottentot preacher in a pul- 
pit. 

The whale was highly pleasing, and very useful ;—a very favorable impres- 
sion was made on many, in behalf of the missioa@ary cause. ‘Iwo hundred dole 
jars were collected for the Missionary Society, and an Auxiliary Society form- 
ed ; twelve of the inhabitants of Graaf Reynet were chosen Directors, and up 
wards of three hundred dollars subscribed, 

Animated by the information received, the Directors lost no time in looking 
out for suitable laborers to be employed in the vast field thus presented to 
them, and they hope that the four missionaries, Mr. Evans, Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Barker, and Mr. Hamilton, who with their wives are now on their voyage to. 
the Cape, will prove good and useful missionaries, Three of them unite, with 
a competent Knowledge of the gospel which they are to teach, an acquaintance 
with those mechanical arts which are so necessary for the civilization of a rude 
and savage people. These brethren, with others who can be spared from same 
of the stations in Africa, and conducted, as we hepe, by Mr. Itead, Mr. Andere 
son, or Mr. Janz, are intended to proceed from the Cape, by the way of Graar, 
Reynet, and Griqua Town, to Latukoo and other places to which Missionaries 
are promised ; and we earnestly entreat the prayers of the Society in. their bee 
half. 

\faLtTA.—The Directors are concerned to state, that they have not yet been 
able to supply the place of the late Mr. Bloomfield at Malta; but they hope in 
a few months to send amissionary to that important station, witha view te. 
promote the knowledge of the Gospel in the Greek islands and on the Asiatic 
continent. 

NorTuH amMerica.—Mr. Spratr continues hisstated labors in Quebec, 
where the people are now engaged in building a suitable place of worship, 
which was greatly needed. His congregation increases, and his ministry ape 
pears to be attended with the divine blessing. | He informs us that the Scrip- 
tures are making a silent progress into the interior of the country, and are read~ 
ily accepted by many of the Catholics. If Mr. Spratt should continue at Que- 
bec, itis hoped that the society will soon be relieved from all expense on his 
account. , 

By a letter from Mr. Cox, datedat Montreal, on the SO0th of August, 1814, 
it appears that a clergyman having: been appointed for the towns of Augusta 
and Elizabeth, where he preached for about two years, his labors: there are no 
longer necessary. He is therefore removing to another place in Upper Canada, 
where ministers are much wanted, having first obtained a very honorable testis 
mony to his good conduct while at his former stahon. The ceuntry around. 
him bad suffered much by the late war. 

At Elizabeth Town in Upper Canada, Mr. Smart still resides, and faithfully 

reaches the word of life, notwithstanding the impediments and alarms occas 
sjoned by that lamented war which is now so happily terminated. Mr. Smart’s 
labors are not confined to the place of his residence ; he makes frequent excur- 
sions to various and distant places, where he has met with encouragement, par- 
ticularly at a place inthe township of Landsdown ; and he had it in contempla- 
tion, when he wrote last, to take a preaching journey of 500 miles or more into 
the mterior of the country. ; , 
Mr, Pigeon, formerly our missionary in New Brunswick, now labors in Prince 


: Ss to 
Edward Island ; and endeavors to propagate the gospel in yarious patts of it, 
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He says that more ministers are much needed, and that a preacher in the Gaelic 
tongue would be particulirly acceptable. Bibles, Catechisms, and Tracts, 
would be gladly received.* 


——— 0 


SIXTH ANNUAL ME&TING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONe 
ERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Tue Board met in S.lem, ( Mass.) accordigg to appointment, on Wednesday, 
September 2U, 1815, and was continued by adjournment to Friday, the 22d. 
Lhe following gentlemen were appointed officers of the Board for the year en- 
guing ; viz. 
The Hon. JouN TreAvwett, Esq. President. 
Rev. SAMUEL SPRING, D. D. Vece President. 
Rev. Dr. SPRING, 
Key. Dr. Morse, 
Rev. Dr. Woxrcesrzr, and 
Mr. Evarrs, 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, Corresponding Secretary. 
Riv. Mr. Cuaein, Recording Secretary. 
Mr. Evaris, Jvreasurer ; and 
Mr. CuesTeErR ADAMs, duditor. 


> Prudential Committee. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


BRETHREN, 

Gur two last annual reports contained much of interesting narrative: reci- 
tals of the pilgrimages and adventures, perils and deliverances, discourage- 
ments and consolations, of Gur Missionaries in the East; seeking a door of en- 
trance te the heathen, but obstructed, disappointed, and held in continued anx- 
jety and suspense ; troubled on every side, yet not distressgd; perplexed, but not 
tn despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed. Those 
recitals were interesiing, as they sitewed ina very clear and gratifying light 
the faith and patience, the firmness and prudence, the fortitude and devoted- 
ness of the brethren ; and especialiy as they afforded many aifecting and anj- 
mating proofs of the wisdom and goodness, the faithfulness and mercy, the al- 
mighty protection and overruling providence of God. The Lord God isa 
sun andshield; the Lord will give gvuce and glory; no good thing will he withhold . 
fron them that walk uprightly. heir place of defence is the munitions of rocks s 
their eves shail see the Aing in his beauty; they snall behold the land that is very 
far of. four present Report contain less of striking narrative and attecting 
incident, it is because our missionaries have found at iength an open door and a 
resting place; and though they have scarcely commenced their public labours, 
yet they are quietly and diligently preparing themselves for activity in their 
great and arduvus work. 

At our bast anniversary we bad the hope, that the brethren Hall and Nott, af- 
ter their severe trials, would be permitted to remain at Bombay. This hope 
has not been disappointed. Since the latest date of the accounts then commue- 
nicated, they have experienged, so far as appears, no molestation; nothing but 
protection and kindness trom the governinent. That latest date was Decem- 
ber 23,1813. 





* The missions in the West Indies, the account ef which we omit, remained 
nearly in the same stateasat theftormerreport. ‘The Missionary Seiminary at 
Gosport Was ina flourishing condition and various new missiuns are stated to be 
1D Contemplation. 

7 Such were our limits, that we were under the necessity of fomitting some 
parts of the Report of the Directors te the London Missionary Society ; and 
we are unable to present the proceedings of the Board of Coinmissioners tor tore 
eign Missions, or the Report of the Prudential Committee entire. The most 
considerable omission may be supplied by a recurreace to Mr. Newel!"s journal, 
already published. 
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As early as the 13th of the next month, Jan. 1814, Mr. Newell received from 
them such intelligence, as gave hima degree of assurance, that the mission 
might be established at Bombay; and he immediately took measures of prepa- 
ration for leaving Ceylon. ) 

o bal ad = o - o a 7 he o ) > ae 

Soon after these refreshing scenes of joyous meeting ard ef holy communion, 
on the 8th and 9ih of April, the brethren wrote to the Co: respond i; ng Secretary « 
<* Qur hopes,” says Messrs Hall and Nott, “ are strong, and we look on tl e prose 
pect with great delight. We trust that God’s wonde ful and merciful dealings 
witli us, avec ere long to be crowned with the speciai blessings we have sought ; ; 
tbat our merciful Father bas a work for us to do here ; and that bis various ‘dis- 
pensations have been allotted, with fatherly tenderness and care, end intended 
to teach us lessons of humility, trust and patience. We would hope, that they 
may mi ake us more prepared tor our work. Pray for us. We are sensible that 
God alone can teach us to profit. °° Pray for us. The God to whom you pray 
dwells also in this land. Here he dwells in his own aimighty strengihs and, 
in answer to prayer, accepted from your alturs, can pour a blessing ; ; yea, anime 
mediate blessing, upon our heacs. He can, he may in the hour of da: kKness, light 
up our paih , cheer our despunding hearts, dissipate our doubts, and fiil us with 
faith snd love—bec ause you pray for us.—-We have great reason to acknov ledge 
the kind attention paid to our circumstances and wishes, by the Rev. Dr. Carey, 
the Rev. Mr Thomason and George Cdny, Esq. acting as your Committee in’ 

Calcutt: ». To their efforts, under God, we are indebted for the hopes we now en- 
jov."—** We add a few lines,” say the three brethren together, ‘‘to express 
our united gratitude to God for his kindness in bringing us all togeth er, after 
more than two years separation, to the place of our ch ice, and with prospects 
so favorable. God has visited us with judgements hard to bear, and witi mere 
cies for which no gratitude is sufficient. Pray for us that we may be kuit to- 
gether in love ; that we may be diligent in our calling; that God may dweli in 
us and waik tn us; and that we may be faithful unto Testis Hereai ter we shall 
hope to write to you in our united capacity. 

To these grate ful and devout sentiments of our beloved Missionaries, your 
Committee are persiiaded the hearts of this Board will unitedly and ardently 
respond. Here then fet us religiously record our thankful acknowledgment te 
th. Father of mercies and God of all grace for his wonderful kindness 10 them 
and to us; and our fervent prayer, that his various dealings with them may cone 
tribute to furnish and to fit them more completely for their important work, 
turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel in realms of darkness and of the shad- 


ow of death, and redound to the glory of his ado.able name through the thanks 


g.vings of many. 
Since the receipt of the communication of April, 1814, Letters have been re- 


ceived from tie three brethren, bearing date, June 10, and 13, and December 


29 and 30, together with their Journals down to about the time of their last 
date. From these comimumeations it appears that they regularly performed di- 
vine worship, «na preached at their own house, every Sabbath day, at which a 


few persons besides their own family usually attended; that they kepts pray. 


er mecting on every Wednesday evening, ‘*to seek God’s blessing on their 
mission,” end * observed the first Monday of every month as a season of prayer 
for the Chure:: in unison with the friends of Missions, in India, Europe,” and 
our own country; that they “ applied themseives closely to the study of the Ma- 
bratta language, the vernacular ivigue of the Hindoos of Bombay and of many 
millions on the,” hither * side ct India;” that with much d: liberation they had. 
formed and adopted a system of Polity or Social order for the regulation of their 
little community, agreeably to the Instructions given them by the Prudential 
Committee: that they had opened a school which they hoped might be “ so man- 
aged and modified as to embrace halt-cast children, and the children of Europe- 
ans, and become a boarding schooi of considerable 1 importance to the mission :— 
in a word, thai they had been diligently empioved in the requisite preparations 


and arrangements for the establisment of the mission, and for the eventual ex- 


tension and success of their labors. In their joint letter of December last they 


say: “ We ate now drawing near the close of the third year, since you sent us 
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forth with the message of peace and love to the heathen in the East. The so- 
lemnities of that interesting day, on which we were designated to this impor- 
tant work, are still fresh in our minds, with all the affect ing circumstances of 
the parting scene :—and though our country and our friends are still dear as ev- 

er to our hearts, and though we have experienced, as you tar: ieht us to CAPES, 

‘much adversity, much oppositton, and many dark days i in which our hearts have 
swelled with gr ‘ief, our pu: pose and our choice remain unaltered. We trust ve 
do, st this moment, renewedly devote ourselves to the work, and rejoirs that Gol 
has given us thje gruce, te preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. —We hope that notuing which has befatlen us will deter others fora 
moment from engaging in the work. Our trials on the whole have not been 
greater, than we had reasoa to expect, and our encouragements are great. We 
are at length delivered from the long and painful suspense, in which we have 
been held, and are now, we have no reason to doubt, permanently settled in this 
place. Here there is work enough for a great mony missionaries, within the 
compass ofatew miles. We camot walk the streets half a mile, without meete 
ing with thousands of heathens, with whom we may mingle and converse about 
the way of salvation, without any fear of giving offence, or exciting the least 
alarm. Weare daily becoming more familiar with their language and their 
ways, and hope soon to commence the great work of preaching to them the gos- 
pel of Christ There ace many facilities here for the prosecution of our work, 

among which we would mention with gratitude the perfect security to our per- 

sons and property, which we enjoy under the British government: an invaluable 
blessing, and one upen which we could never calctiate uncer a heathen governs 
ment.” | 

Such was the situation, such were the occupations, the sentiments and pros. 
pects ef our missionaries at Bombay, nine months ago.  L: ster than that time we 
have no accounts from them ; but we have reason, we think, fora good degree 
of confidence, that, ere this day, they have become so expert in the language of 
the country, as to be able to preach to the perishing natives the words of eter- 
nal life. Whe station in which, after many d isappomntments, Divine Providence 
has placed them, is a most importent one, and peculiarly eligible for the perma. 
nent seat of a central mission In the midst of an extensive and populous re- 
gion, they have a field apparently open to them, sufficient for the employment of 
hundreds of laborers ; nor do they seem to entertain a doubt that others of their 
brethren from this country would be permitted to join them, and take part with 
thein in their work. And besides Bombay and the surrounding country, they 
manpec aay but earnestly direct our attention to other ficlds: particularly to 
Cochin and its environs, where they think there would be little difficulty in ese 
tablishing a mission, and where many interesting circumstances, some of them 
rendered “doubly interesting by the glowing representations of Dr. Buchanan, ins 
vite to the attempt ; and the island of Ceylon, where every facility to missionary 
enterprize is ottered, and where an extensive field appears to be white already 
to the harvest. 

To this last mentioned field the eyes of your Committe have long been turned, 
with arcent desire and hope. Immiediately after the restorauion of peace, an 
event most auspicious to every interest dear to the good man’s heart, and ciaime- 
ing the most grateful acknowledgments to Him who sits as King on the holy 
Hill of Zion, it was resolved to lose no time in fitting out a new mission to the 
East. Of the five missionaries who had for a considerabie time been held in an 
anxiously waiting posture, Messrse Richards, Bardwell, and Poor, were designa. 
ted for this mission, which was particularly intented for the island of Ceylon, 
At the same time, it was proposed to send the other two, Messrs. Warren and 
Meigs, on an exploring mission ta some of the Indian tribes, in the western and 
southern territories of this country. In pursuance of these resolves, the 21st 
of June was appointed as the day, for setting apart the five brethren for their 
sacred work, by solemn ordination. 

On the appointed day the missionaries were ordained, at the Presbyterian 
chureh in Newburyport. Ten churches by their Pastors and dele gates, together 
with the Rey. Professors of the Theological Seminary at Andover, assisted in 
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the solemnities of the occasion. Propitious heaven smiled onthe day. A vast 
concourse of people assembled, and gave every attestation of deep interest. Af- 
ter the usual ordination solemnities, about seven hundred communicants of difs 
ferent churches sat down together at the table of their common Lord, and Sav- 
ior, gratefully to commemorate that divine love which was dispJayed in the great 
propitiatien for the sins of tbe whole world, solemnly to testify their joint par- 
ticipation in the heavenly desiga of imparting the blessings of salvation to the 
perishing heathen, and unitedly toset their seal to the prayers, and thanksgiv- 
ings, and vows, amd sacred transactions of the day. The scene throughout was 
most interesting, impressive, and retreshing ; and was a precious earnest, as 
we may devoutly hope, of immortal blessings to many in distant lands, and of 
the holy joys of that day when they shall come from the East, and from the 
West, and from the North, and from the South, and sit down together in the 
kingdom of God. 

Witbout delay, arrangements were made, in the hope that the Missionaries 
would soon depart to the scenes of their respective destinations. But unfore- 
seen hindrances have occurred : and Divine Providence, in the meau time, has 
overruled one considerable part of the Committee’s original plan. In two or 
three days after the ordinatien, Mr. Warren was affected with a bleeding at the 
lungs. which rendered it for some time painfully doubtful whether he would 
ever be employed in missionary labors, and decisively took him off from the 
cuntemplated western mission. Through the mercy of God, however, he soon 
appeared to be slowly convalescent ; aad in pursuance of special and very res- 
pectable medical advice, it was determined by your Committee to send him out 
with his brethren to the East as the most hopeful means of re-estabiishing his 
health, and securing his future usefulness. The destination of Mr. Warren 
being thus providentially changed, it was judged expedient to change that also 
of iis associate, Mr. Meigs ; and they are now both of them destined to go out 
with the other three brethren to the East. It is due to Mr, Warren ana Mr. 
Meigs distinctly to state, that although they had long contemplated India as 
the future scene of their iabors and turned ali their missionary desires and 
thoughts towards that interesting field ; aad although when it was proposed to 
them to take a destination in all respects so different as that of a mission to the 
western Indians, they felt at first no small degr2e of painful disappointment ; 
yet, after attentively considering the subject, in the light in which it was pre- 
sented to them by the Committee, they yieldedjto the proposal with a spirit 
of cheerful acquiescence, which afforded ahighly gratitying evidence of their 
sincere devotecdines to go whithersoever Diving Providence might direct. 

Vhe brig on board which the five missionaries, four of them with their wives, 
are to embark, is now in astate of advanced preparation ; and is expected to 
sail trom Newburyport, in three or four weeks, directly for Ceylon. ‘There 
it is intended that the brethren should be left, with instructions to exercise 
their sound discretion, in view of the circumstances which may be presented 
to them upon the spot; whether to establish themszeives in some station or sla - 
tions upon that Island, or to go, allora partof them, to Bombay, Cochin, or 
elsewhere,as Divine Providence shall seem to direct. And to Divine Provi- 
dence, infinitely wise and infinitely good, this Buard will commit them with the 
most alfectionate and devout benedictions. 

Taough, fur the reasons before stated, your Committee have found it neces- 
sary to suspend, for the present, the desizn of a western mission; yet they 
would by no means have it understood that the design is ultimately reilaquish- 
ed. Ituis cherished indeed under a very sacred sense of duty and with increas - 
ing ardeney ofhope. From the best information which the Committee have 
been able to obtam, and they have taken care to obtain such as they think may 
be relied on as suDstantially correct, they estimate that within the United States 
and their Territories, there are about two hundred and forty thousand Indians, 
divided and subdivided into about seventy tribesand clans. Nearly one hun- 
diced thousand of these Indians are on this side the Mississippi; and of these 
the four Southern tribes, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickesaws, and Cherokees, 
gonprise about seventy thousand; more than one fourth parteof the number ef 
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Aborigines within the jurisdiction of the United States. These four tribes 
seem to claimvery particularattention on account not only of their compara- 
tive pumerical importance ; but also of their geographical situation, in a fine 
covatry and climate, and in the neighborhood of arapidly increasing white pop- 
ulation ; and moreover of the disposition and habits, especially of the Chero- 
kees, Chickesaws, and Choctaws, tending toward a state of civilization, and fa- 
yorable to the reception among them of missionaries and other instructors. 

Whether we turn our eyes to the East, or to the West. or to the South, we 
eannot avoid being deeply impressed with the conviction, that the harvest tru- 
ly is great, but the laborers are few. At the same time, there is evidence 
which claims the most grateful recognition, that the Lord of the harvest is 
not unmindful of the present spiritual wants of mankind, Besides our eight 
Missionaries, gone and now going to their scenes of labor, there are five who 
have offered themselves, with very satisfactory testimonials, to be employed by 
this Board : Mr. Burr Baldwin whose health has been so much impaired, as to 
keep him back from active employment, but is at present in a hopeful state, 
two students at the Theological Seminary at Princeton, (N. J.)and two at Ando- 
ver. Nor should it be overlooked, that the late remarkable effusions of the 
Holy spiriton our Colleges, afford the animating hope, that nota few young 
men will be inclined soon to offer themselves for the service of God in the 
Gospel of his Son, both in our churches at home, and among the heathen 
abroad. 

The concerns of this Board are becoming from year to year more and more 
weighty, and the care, the labor, and the expense are proportionably increasing. 
The care and the labor Must be onrs, with humble reliance on the allsufficien- 
cy of God ; for means of defraying the exvense, we must chiefly Gepend under 
Providence on the liberality of the Christian public. This dependence, we 
have reason to believe, willnot be in vain. Hitherto the annual subscriptions 
and occasional benefactions have exceeded our expenditures. ‘There are at 
present in the different parts of our country more than thirty Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, whose annual contributions have amountedon an average forfour years 
past, to about five thousand dollars. Besides these there are about fifty female 
associations, formed under different names for the same purpose of supplying 
funds for this Board. The benefactions otherwise contributed during the last 
year amount to more than $5,000 ; and the proceeds of our funds at interest 
to about $560. The legacy of thirty thousand dollars, bequeathed by our ben- 
elactress of grateful memory, the late Mrs. Mary Norris, and held so long under 
perplexing aud expensive litigation, has at length been adjudged to the Trus- 
tees: and is now, with the dgduction of the expenses of the suits, held by 
them, subject to the direction of the Board. This, if we¢l invested, will con- 
stitute together with our other stocks a permanent fund, whose annual prosceds 
will be considerable. We have now, however, eight Missionaries, instead of 
three, dependent on us forsupport. Our expenditures, therefore, for the year 
to come must be more than they have been in preceding years; ang must in- 
crease with every addition to the number of our missionaries, and to the exten- 
sion of our operations. With this consideration, it is highly important, that 
the friends of Missions threughout the country should be impressed ; and what 
method should be adopted to make the due impression, and turn it to the best 
account for the security of a permanent supply of funds, may deserve the atten- 
tive consideration ot the Board. 

Your Committee and all the members of this Board are aware that thefe are 
other objects, besides those which our institution directly contemplates, which 
demand and urgently demand, the charitable attention of the Christian. Do. 
meshe Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, and Societies for aiding the edus 
sation of young men for the ministry, Tract Societies, and Moral Societies, 
Nave all ot them objects of incalculable importance, objects, which we would 
Py wo means hinder, but by all means promote, These objects, indeed, togeth- 
er wiih ours, are all in their nature harmonious and closely allied. The cause 
36 one; and by all who are engaged in it, in whatever department, it should be 
gacredly regarded as ene, There need be no jealousy, no interference ; no otk- 


* 
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er strife than to provoke one another unto love and good works. There need he 
no fear that any one of these objects, will exbanst the liberality of individuals 
or of the community. We have a noble example before us. The several Socje 
eties in Great Britain, besides their home tiissions, employ not less than twa 
hundred missionaries abroad in different parts of the world. The Brit'sh and 
Foreign Bible Society issues annvally move than two huodred thousand Bhles 
and Testaments in various lanwzu ges, and expends annually more than two huns 
dred thonsand dollars in promoting its great object in the four quarters of the 
globe. Besides the more magnificent institutions, there are in the same kine. 
dom many others of similar spiritand of no inconsiderable conse quence, among 
which is a Religions Tract Society, which circulates among different nations 
and diff rent languages, more than a million tracts in ayear. The contribu- 
tions to thuse Societies, notwithstanding the incalculab'e exnehse of the wars 
in wich that kingdom has been engaged, have trom year to year been constant- 
ly increasing. In the last two years the annual receipts of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society rose from about twelve thousand dollars to abont fiftv thou- 
sand : and this with the other principal Missionary Societies are continually ¢ 
receiving great accessions of strength and of resources, and continually exten- 
ding their plans and their operations. A similar spirit is rising in this coun- 
try ard by proper means may be advanced to a proparticnable activity and 
productiveness. 
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This Report the Committee beg leave to submit, in the full confidence that 
the Board will perceive in it many reasons of devout thankfulness to God, and 


many inducements to pursue our great object with unremitting zeal. Hither. 
to the Lord hath helped us. The work is in hio hand, it depends for its success 





entirely upon his blessing. SamMuEL Worcester, Cleré of the P.C. 
—~<+o— 
ORDINATIONS 


The Rev. Truman Baldwin was installed November, 15th, over the 2d Church 


in Pompey, New-York. 
Dec. 13th the Rev. James Sanford was ordained over the Church in Fabius 


and uliy, united, State of New-York. 
eet |)? re 


| Poetry. 


From the wor!d, its pomp and pleasure, 
Jesus, Master, make us clean! 
Chris. Obs. D.R. 


HYMN. 


Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. Matt. vii. 2. 





Written by the Princess Anelia during her 


Lorv! whose grace, in power excell- last sickness. 


Wash’d the leper’s stains away; (ing, 
Jesus from thy holy dwelling, 
Hear us, help us when we pray !— 


Unthinking, idle, wild, and ycung, 

J laugh’d, and talk’d, and dane’d, and 
sung, 

And proud of health, of freedom vain, 

Dreamt not of sorrow, Care OF pain, 

Concluding in those hours of glee, 

That ald the world was made for mee 


From the filth of vice and folly, 
From infuriate passion’s rage, 

Evil thoughts, ana hopes unholy, 
Heedless youth, and seifish age; 


But when the day of trial came, 

When sickness shook this trembling 
trame, 

When follv’s gay pursuits were o’er, 

And I could dance and sing no more, 

It then occur’d—how sad ’twould be, 

Were tiis world only made for me! 


From the lusts, whose deep pollution 
Adam’s elder taint disclose ; - 

From the temper’s dark imtrusion, 
And from everlasting woes ; 


From the miser’s cursed treasure ; 
From the drunkard’s jest obscene ; 
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